
THE BULL RETURNS 

The bull returns from his day's work in the arena, 
after he drank coffee with his fighters 
and left them a note with his exact 

address and the location of the red cape. 
The sword stayed in his obstinate neck. 

And the times he's at home. Now 

he sits on his bed with his heavy 

Jewish eyes. He knows 

that the sword hurts too as it enters the flesh. 

In the next life he'll be the sword: the hurt will stay. 

( "The door is open. If not, the key is under 

the mat.") 
He knows about twilight kindness and true 

kindness. In the Bible he's listed among the pure animals. 

He's very kosher, chewing the cud, 
and even his heart is divided and cleft like a hoof. 

Hair breaks out of his chest, 

dry and dull as out of a torn mattress. 

Yehuda Amichai 

translated from the Hebrew by 

Shirley Kaufman and Nurit Orchan 

24 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 24

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 2, No. 3 (Summer, 1971), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Falling [pp. 4-5]
	Retirement [pp. 6-7]
	Commuting [p. 8-8]
	An Evening with the Evening [p. 9-9]
	Revision [pp. 10-11]
	White Figure [p. 12-12]
	Van Gogh [p. 12-12]
	The News of the World for Therese: 1. The Ideas of August; 2. Two Days Later; 3. Immediately [p. 13-13]
	Morningside Heights: Fragment of a Film [p. 14-14]
	"To" Rest Home [p. 15-15]
	The Dwarfs [p. 16-16]
	Seen on a Country Road [p. 17-17]
	Late November, Madison [p. 17-17]
	Homage to John Clare [pp. 18-19]
	The Turkey-Quill Nymph [p. 20-20]
	Trying to Think by a Steel Mill [p. 21-21]
	Lincoln in Love [pp. 22-23]
	The Bull Returns [p. 24-24]
	Terrible to Identify [p. 25-25]
	Miracles [p. 26-26]
	Head [p. 27-27]
	The Love Letter [p. 28-28]
	Words [p. 28-28]
	Ad Infinitum [p. 28-28]
	Of Us [p. 28-28]
	The Antidote [p. 29-29]
	Out of You [p. 29-29]
	Death of the Romantic [p. 29-29]
	Comeback [p. 29-29]
	They [p. 30-30]
	Early [p. 30-30]
	But What I'm Trying to Say Mother Is [p. 31-31]
	This Deep [p. 32-32]
	What Lasts [p. 33-33]
	A Beauty That Embarrasses [p. 34-34]

	Fiction
	126 Days of Continuous Sunshine [pp. 36-41]
	Sense of Injury [pp. 41-43]
	A Sorting Place [pp. 44-50]
	Nuestra Senora, Reina de Los Angeles [pp. 50-61]

	Criticism
	Robert Lowell: Payment Gat He Nane [pp. 64-95]
	Purgatory [p. 95-95]
	Voices in the Open: Wordsworth, Eliot, and Stevens [pp. 96-112]
	The Poetics of the Physical World [pp. 113-126]

	Back Matter



