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LINCOLN IN LOVE

When we hear the song
of two tanagers

and stand in the warm
shade of an elm

it’s the same as

it was in my dream.
But in the dream

it was night and

no one was waiting
for you. It was

a summer night and
yet the yellowthroats
and two tanagers
were out. We sat
watching them courting
across the river,
chasing each other
beyond the bank. We
said nothing and there
was no need to.

One bird calling and
one bird answering—
but by daylight
whatever they sing

is a mystery.

It means nothing

at all or whatever

it was was lost

in my long ears.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

T )
University of lowa %J
e 2

2z
The lowa Review RINGRE ®
www.jstor.org




I believe the birds
must know the words
but they won't say.
They like to see

you and me suffer

this way. They enjoy
the chagrin of children
like us. Of course

it won’t be better
before it’s worse.

They must cherish

the anguish of adults
as much: a man
explaining his marriage
to the darkness

where his dog sits
silent and the mule
waits to eat. In all

the field of natural law
we wade with our feet
submerged in sucking
mud and it seems

we must stop and

sink at any hour
because we are weak
and the only peace

is in our sleep

and the only power

is in our dreams.

23 George Keithley



	Article Contents
	p. 22
	p. 23

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 2, No. 3 (Summer, 1971), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Falling [pp. 4-5]
	Retirement [pp. 6-7]
	Commuting [p. 8-8]
	An Evening with the Evening [p. 9-9]
	Revision [pp. 10-11]
	White Figure [p. 12-12]
	Van Gogh [p. 12-12]
	The News of the World for Therese: 1. The Ideas of August; 2. Two Days Later; 3. Immediately [p. 13-13]
	Morningside Heights: Fragment of a Film [p. 14-14]
	"To" Rest Home [p. 15-15]
	The Dwarfs [p. 16-16]
	Seen on a Country Road [p. 17-17]
	Late November, Madison [p. 17-17]
	Homage to John Clare [pp. 18-19]
	The Turkey-Quill Nymph [p. 20-20]
	Trying to Think by a Steel Mill [p. 21-21]
	Lincoln in Love [pp. 22-23]
	The Bull Returns [p. 24-24]
	Terrible to Identify [p. 25-25]
	Miracles [p. 26-26]
	Head [p. 27-27]
	The Love Letter [p. 28-28]
	Words [p. 28-28]
	Ad Infinitum [p. 28-28]
	Of Us [p. 28-28]
	The Antidote [p. 29-29]
	Out of You [p. 29-29]
	Death of the Romantic [p. 29-29]
	Comeback [p. 29-29]
	They [p. 30-30]
	Early [p. 30-30]
	But What I'm Trying to Say Mother Is [p. 31-31]
	This Deep [p. 32-32]
	What Lasts [p. 33-33]
	A Beauty That Embarrasses [p. 34-34]

	Fiction
	126 Days of Continuous Sunshine [pp. 36-41]
	Sense of Injury [pp. 41-43]
	A Sorting Place [pp. 44-50]
	Nuestra Senora, Reina de Los Angeles [pp. 50-61]

	Criticism
	Robert Lowell: Payment Gat He Nane [pp. 64-95]
	Purgatory [p. 95-95]
	Voices in the Open: Wordsworth, Eliot, and Stevens [pp. 96-112]
	The Poetics of the Physical World [pp. 113-126]

	Back Matter



