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EURYDICE

You asked me why your husband beat you so,
or how a man who’s hip

could worry over taxes.

One night

you invited me over

to watch the wall change color,

but you couldn’t believe I could see it too.

It didn’t surprise me.

And you couldn’t understand

why your cat’s balls would be stolen by burglars,
or why your husband would giggle

when he avoided his lover

who had taken to licking at that empty place.

Then everyone was going west,

even your husband

who planned to be a singer,

and had to consider his future.

So he disappeared in the dead of winter
on a night when the city went dark,
when the heat finally quit,

and you quit your job

demanding to be pregnant.

Barry Seiler

ISR [
University of lowa \%Ja\‘
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 11

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 2, No. 4 (Fall, 1971), pp. 1-128
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	In a Spanish Schoolyard [p. 4-4]
	Lovely [p. 5-5]
	Lovers [p. 6-6]
	On Giving up Advice [p. 7-7]
	Three Poems [pp. 8-10]
	Eurydice [p. 11-11]
	Variations on China [pp. 12-13]
	Icehouse [p. 13-13]
	Celebrants [p. 14-14]
	Three Poems about Galileo [pp. 15-17]
	Exacting–Inexactitude [p. 18-18]
	A Real Reaction Anyway [pp. 19-21]
	Tell Me [p. 22-22]
	Missing Persons [p. 23-23]
	An Interesting Signal / A Very Dull Movie [p. 24-24]
	The Injured [p. 25-25]
	Epithalamium [p. 26-26]
	Near London. Summer 1942 [p. 27-27]
	Litany [p. 28-28]
	Another Rescue [p. 29-29]
	Elegy [p. 30-30]
	Like a Dog [p. 31-31]

	Fiction
	Away in Night [pp. 34-41]
	If All the World Were Listening [pp. 42-48]
	Moratorium est finie [pp. 49-58]

	Criticism
	Theodore Roethke's "Praise to the End!" Poems [pp. 60-79]
	Calvinismo [pp. 80-88]
	The Other Eurydice [pp. 88-93]
	Robert Coover's Fictions [pp. 94-110]
	McDuff on the Mound [pp. 111-120]

	Back Matter



