
Apology Lynn Emanuel 

Tonight I lie staring into the unlit neighborhood 
And remembering Maria Bauder at whose windows 

I threw stones from behind a trellis of dead roses. 

She was German and that year school resurrected 

The war in Europe until all night long trains 

Of dead children flashed past like light 
On a hypnotist's gold watch. It has been a long time 

Since that evening when, full of sulk and swagger, 
I leaned in my mother's dormer watching as Maria entered 

From her bare yard to ours filled with the soft 

Exaltations of light. From the branches of black 

Walnut the great weight of the moon leaned out. 

I overheard her accusations and then came down 

Into the issuance of my name and stood on the porch 
In the chilly updraft of self-pity and said I was sorry 

Under a sky tall and decorated with stars as a general. 

35 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 35

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 15, No. 1 (Winter, 1985), pp. 1-166
	Front Matter
	Interview
	An Interview with Donald Hall [pp. 1-17]

	Poetry
	Winter Fires [p. 18-18]
	Barren Precinct [p. 19-19]
	Tulip-Tree in Bloom [pp. 20-21]
	At Jane's [pp. 22-23]
	Turning Thirty, I Contemplate Students Bicycling Home [p. 24-24]
	Equinox [p. 25-25]
	Sunset over Hand-Made Church [pp. 26-27]
	The Theme of the Three Caskets [pp. 28-30]
	With Whitman at the Friendship Hotel [p. 31-31]
	The Birdwatcher [p. 32-32]
	In the Surgeon's Museum of Hands [p. 33-33]
	Whistle [p. 34-34]
	Apology [p. 35-35]
	Salts and Oils [pp. 36-37]
	Waiting for Armistice [pp. 38-41]
	Blackberries [p. 42-42]
	December Snow [p. 43-43]
	The Saints [pp. 44-45]
	Doorway [pp. 45-46]
	The Victor Book of the Opera [pp. 47-48]
	The Ballet [p. 49-49]
	Coney Island [p. 50-50]

	Fiction
	Sanchez [pp. 51-57]
	Three Hunters [pp. 58-70]

	Poetry
	Daisy Buchanan, 1983 [p. 71-71]
	My Parents' Wedding Night, 1937 [pp. 72-73]
	The Present Moment [pp. 73-75]
	Death and Morality [pp. 75-76]
	Still Life [p. 76-76]
	Incident in Winter [p. 77-77]
	Watching Television [pp. 78-79]
	Winter Poems [p. 80-80]
	Again [pp. 81-82]
	Caravan [p. 83-83]
	Winter Flies [p. 84-84]
	Tie [p. 85-85]
	Last Elegy [pp. 86-87]
	A Large Heavy-Faced Woman, Pocked, Unkempt, in a Loose Dress [pp. 88-89]
	May Run [p. 90-90]
	Coming Attractions [pp. 91-92]
	Just Enough Moon [p. 93-93]
	Eating Together [p. 94-94]
	Even the Smallest Death [p. 95-95]
	Suite for Jean Follain [pp. 96-97]
	Merlin [p. 98-98]
	Sawmill [p. 99-99]
	No Visible Stars [p. 100-100]

	Fiction
	Anno Domini [pp. 101-115]
	A Theory of Dentistry [pp. 116-130]

	Reviews
	Review: Oracular Fever [pp. 131-135]
	Review: Poem and Story [pp. 136-150]
	Review: untitled [pp. 151-161]

	Back Matter



