
A Road 

Glory too is a road, he says: 

the break in the road, along with the bridge, 
there where you set down the basket with bread in it, 

the knife, the napkin, 
on the low wall, 

in an open place. And you, hidden, 

behind the wall, towards sunset, 

waiting for the first passerby to dine, 

so you can see his teeth, his appetite, 
hear the crumbs fall into the abyss 
as he brushes the back of his hand 
across his lips (or your lips) without 

unfolding the white napkin. 

Short Review 

Newspapers: titles, titles, deaths, births, wars, deaths, marriages 
? 

the same ones we read about last year. The bag over there with the 

surgical instruments; 
a long marble table; the other one, green: billiard table. 

The good-looking boy with the tray listens behind the door. 

Anatomy: didactic, tiring. The invariable. And anger all hollow. 

Late at night a perforated moon comes up. The clouds run over the 

hills. 
Old chimney sweeps sit on the public park benches, 

quiet old men, with bronchitis, retired now. "A black hole," they 

say, 

"the world is a black hole." They're quiet. They cough. They don't 

get angry. 

Analysis of soot, dissolution, blackness reconstituted. Across the 

street, 

behind the curtains, the light comes on. A little girl is playing the 

piano. 

translated from the Greek by Edmund Keeley 

98 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 98

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 15, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1985), pp. 1-210
	Front Matter
	Introduction [p. 1-1]
	Homage to Ezra Pound
	Credo [p. 2-2]
	Some Memories of E.P. (Drafts & Fragments) [pp. 3-5]
	The Beautiful Muttering [p. 6-6]
	She's Not Exactly like You [p. 7-7]
	The Invention of Free Verse [pp. 8-11]
	The Design of the "Cantos": An Introduction [pp. 12-33]
	Pound, Yeats, and the Noh Theater [pp. 34-50]
	"Major Form" in Pound's "Cantos" [pp. 51-66]
	Professor Handspring's Lecture Notes on Pound's "Cantos" [pp. 67-69]
	W. S. Merwin on Ezra Pound [pp. 70-73]

	Poems
	Why Get so Excited [p. 74-74]
	In Umbria [p. 74-74]
	Twenty Favorite Times [p. 75-75]
	Late Friday Night in Summer Iowa [p. 75-75]
	Not Getting Closer [p. 76-76]
	A Close Call [p. 76-76]
	Secrets of Poetry [p. 76-76]
	Ghosts [p. 77-77]
	Pictures of Marriage [p. 78-78]
	Alma in the Dark [p. 79-79]
	New York Address [p. 79-79]
	Late Afternoon in California [p. 80-80]
	The God [p. 80-80]
	After Some Hits [pp. 81-82]
	ta'en [pp. 83-84]
	From "Laborintus" [pp. 85-89]
	Poems [pp. 90-95]
	The Miracle [p. 96-96]
	Like Changes [p. 96-96]
	Aids [p. 97-97]
	Night Episode [p. 97-97]
	A Road [p. 98-98]
	Short Review [p. 98-98]

	Essays
	The Interrogation of the Talon Brothers, 1698 [pp. 99-100]
	Expedition to the Mississippi River by Way of the Gulf of Mexico [pp. 100-139]
	Hangovers and Herring [pp. 140-158]
	Children of Rumm [pp. 159-172]
	Creeley's "I Know a Man": A Metaphysical Conceit [pp. 173-175]
	The "Library of America" and the Welter of American Books [pp. 176-194]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 195-203]
	Review: untitled [pp. 204-207]

	Back Matter



