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Instructions for the Next Century -

Stephen Dunn

Instead of spouse say sailing ship,
instead of dancing say
ancient ruins.

When you want love
don’t say sailing ship, say

seven-or-eleven.

When you want music say sacrifice,
for it you dance
to that music someone will say

secret police which means
secret police and you’ll be caught
with all the wrong words.

Say cellar door
when they take you in. Say it
until it means something else.

Say whipped cream when you mean
emptiness, say blue lagoon
when you mean nightmare.

If all day you've planned to escape
try to be silent. The most silent
words are ocean floor.

Say ocean floor, blue lagoon, whipped
cream over and over;
you will not escape

but other prisoners might hear you
and call it sacrifice, which will be
music to the few who remember.

These are your friends. Say seven-or-eleven
to them. Hold them in your arms
and call it ancient ruins.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

P'i 1}
University of lowa %J
éﬁ"ﬂ‘w’\

2
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWW.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 92

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 11, No. 4 (Fall, 1980), pp. 1-210
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Essays from The Olson Festival
	Prefatory Note [p. 2-2]
	Charles Olson and the Postmodern Advance [pp. 3-27]
	"An Image of Man..." Working Notes on Charles Olson's Concept of Person [pp. 28-43]
	Birds, Landscape, Place, Cosmicity [pp. 44-61]

	Poetry
	A Brief Introduction [pp. 62-63]
	On an Unconceived Painting by Lautrec [p. 64-64]
	Ricky Ricardo Drinks Alone [pp. 65-66]
	Viva James Dean [p. 67-67]
	The Lodge [p. 68-68]
	Missing from Home [pp. 69-70]
	Tarot-Teller [pp. 71-72]
	Black Snake Visitation [pp. 73-75]
	Grisgris Dancer [pp. 76-77]
	Monster Movie [p. 78-78]
	The Train Problem [pp. 79-80]
	How Strange the Words Sound after She's Gone [pp. 81-82]
	Two Camelias in a Vase [p. 83-83]
	Hearken [p. 84-84]
	Dominique [p. 85-85]
	Garvey, Radiant [p. 86-86]
	Blue Suede Shoes [pp. 87-91]
	Instructions for the Next Century [p. 92-92]
	For Night To Come [pp. 93-94]

	Fiction
	The Bog: A Naturalist's Notebook [pp. 95-139]
	Not Twist, Not Copperfield, Not Fagin Himself [pp. 140-148]

	Play
	Letters from a New England Negro [pp. 149-188]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 189-196]
	Review: untitled [pp. 197-199]

	Back Matter



