
Tarot-Teller Nathaniel Mackey 

The 
backs of her 

hands, whose 

thin bones 

quiver, 

thick lips 
twitch, come 

telling 
Hanged Man, 

Hermit, Mage 

And what they say 
is what you 

see, is what 

they 
get you lost 

in, 

looking 

What they sow (her 
hands do) say 

Let all else 

Let all else waver, 

waste away to bones 

or be blown away 
blind to what we 

say we'd see 

Say we see without 

looking, 

71 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®



embrace but not 

touch, know the 

feel of skin we've 

yet to know or 

may never 

caress 

Weird ragged edge 
of the absolute world 

at her feet, 

deserted 

by whose desert 

look you so love, 

the coming down 

of whose undone 

hair 

72 


	Article Contents
	p. 71
	p. 72

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 11, No. 4 (Fall, 1980), pp. 1-210
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Essays from The Olson Festival
	Prefatory Note [p. 2-2]
	Charles Olson and the Postmodern Advance [pp. 3-27]
	"An Image of Man..." Working Notes on Charles Olson's Concept of Person [pp. 28-43]
	Birds, Landscape, Place, Cosmicity [pp. 44-61]

	Poetry
	A Brief Introduction [pp. 62-63]
	On an Unconceived Painting by Lautrec [p. 64-64]
	Ricky Ricardo Drinks Alone [pp. 65-66]
	Viva James Dean [p. 67-67]
	The Lodge [p. 68-68]
	Missing from Home [pp. 69-70]
	Tarot-Teller [pp. 71-72]
	Black Snake Visitation [pp. 73-75]
	Grisgris Dancer [pp. 76-77]
	Monster Movie [p. 78-78]
	The Train Problem [pp. 79-80]
	How Strange the Words Sound after She's Gone [pp. 81-82]
	Two Camelias in a Vase [p. 83-83]
	Hearken [p. 84-84]
	Dominique [p. 85-85]
	Garvey, Radiant [p. 86-86]
	Blue Suede Shoes [pp. 87-91]
	Instructions for the Next Century [p. 92-92]
	For Night To Come [pp. 93-94]

	Fiction
	The Bog: A Naturalist's Notebook [pp. 95-139]
	Not Twist, Not Copperfield, Not Fagin Himself [pp. 140-148]

	Play
	Letters from a New England Negro [pp. 149-188]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 189-196]
	Review: untitled [pp. 197-199]

	Back Matter



