Vocation - Ben Howard

The hay is dry. And in their innocence
Two pheasants sun themselves

In the quiet amplitude of late July.
One wonders where such calm

Originates, and what toothed beasts
Lie under. Here is the mind’s

Fork in the road: for one might choose
To skate upon appearances’

Recumbent skin—or choose to turn
Inward, churning up lethal snakes,

Spiders, worms, and who knows what
Pernicious cluster. To peel back bark,

Lift rocks, and rake

The skein of complacency from things:

That is the mind’s peculiar
Vocation. And yet what still
And cool elation

The stirrings of consciousness perturb and conquer.

103

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

T )
University of lowa %J
e 2

2
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWW.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 103

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 11, No. 2/3 (Spring - Summer, 1980), pp. 1-304
	Front Matter
	Interview
	An Interview with Donald Justice [pp. 1-21]

	Fiction
	Assemblages [pp. 22-34]

	Captain Birdseye's Expedition [pp. 35-38]
	Our Collective Hearts [pp. 39-47]
	Essays
	William Carlos Williams' "Endymion" Poem: "Philip and Oradie" [pp. 48-67]
	America's "Hurrah Game": Baseball and Walt Whitman [pp. 68-80]

	Poetry
	The Picasso Poem [pp. 81-82]
	Late Spring [pp. 83-84]
	Autumnal [p. 85-85]
	Rounds [pp. 86-87]
	Smoke [pp. 88-89]
	Globe [pp. 90-91]
	City of Angels [p. 92-92]
	As If [p. 93-93]
	Green Thumb [pp. 94-98]
	Young Woman Approaching Blindness [p. 99-99]
	From "The Book of Poverty and Death" [p. 100-100]
	Dressing Game [pp. 101-102]
	Vocation [p. 103-103]
	Departure [p. 104-104]
	The Child [pp. 105-106]
	These Small Songs [pp. 107-108]
	One Basket [pp. 109-110]
	What You See [p. 111-111]
	Where I Live [p. 112-112]
	Remembering Brother Bob [p. 113-113]

	A Symposium on the Languages of Pain and Fear
	[From: Patient Pain Assessment Questionnaire] [p. 116-116]
	Mercy [pp. 117-119]
	The Witness [pp. 120-123]
	Beauty and Pain: Notes on the Art of Richard Selzer [pp. 124-130]
	Language, Pain, and Fear [pp. 131-132]
	Pain and Fear: Something about Them [pp. 133-137]
	To a Surgeon [pp. 138-140]

	Fiction
	The Little Book [pp. 141-187]

	Poetry
	To Mary Barnard [p. 188-188]
	The Root Hunters [p. 189-189]
	Bitter Exercise [p. 190-190]
	To Albert Speer [p. 191-191]
	The Mountain Speaks Anew [p. 192-192]
	After Mayakovsky [p. 193-193]
	Three Secrets for Alexis [pp. 194-196]
	The Supplicant [p. 197-197]
	The Scholar [p. 198-198]
	This Difference between Novels and Life [p. 199-199]
	Why It Is Better To Be Married [p. 200-200]
	Betty & John [p. 201-201]
	X [pp. 202-203]
	Anonymous Collaboration [p. 204-204]
	Ok, Ok [p. 205-205]
	Walking on a Field [pp. 206-207]
	Questions of Waking [p. 208-208]
	The Casks of Wine [p. 209-209]
	Elegies for Careless Love [pp. 210-213]
	Dead Fish [pp. 214-215]
	New Year's Eve, 1979 [p. 216-216]
	I Watched a Snake [pp. 217-218]
	Mist [pp. 219-220]

	Interviews
	A Conversation with John Logan [pp. 221-229]

	Essays
	Politics, Grandfathers and Fish [pp. 230-239]

	Fiction
	The Promise of the Territory [pp. 240-249]
	Buster Hill Chased His Dog [pp. 250-252]
	Island Groves, Saffron Tunics [pp. 253-266]

	Essays
	An Incident in Leon [pp. 267-271]
	Notre Dame du Nord to Sherbrooke (1972) [pp. 272-278]

	Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 279-283]
	Review: untitled [pp. 284-297]

	Postscript [pp. 298-300]
	Back Matter



