144

Four Poems - Lawrence Arancio

VERONICAS

After fifteen minutes I realized

she wasn’t going to get her lipstick right.
The blinding compact mirror

the pile of wounded napkins

the uncontrollable hose of red

held like an ice cream cone

stabbing the battered face.

Catching her breath, one by one

she flattened out the napkins

and read each wrinkled Rorschach

like the steaming viscera of a sacred bull.

ANSWER MAN

There was a shopping cart

near a fruit stand and

I threw.my clothes over it
thinking no one respects

the neighborhood anymore.

I wheeled the cart on the curb
and ran into Olga

who was complaining

she was out at the cemetery

in Queens and just anyone
could dig up anyone’s remains
it was the law now

so it was hard to find your own
(although the law was made

to help you find your own)

and the sun was the yellow

of youth and perpetual summer.

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 144

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 24, No. 3 (Fall, 1994), pp. 1-198
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Sinatra: A Memoir [pp. 1-12]
	Harvester [pp. 13-28]
	Necromancy [pp. 29-30]
	The Martyrdom of St. Sebastian [pp. 31-32]
	Remission [p. 33-33]
	Marzipan [pp. 34-38]
	Beautiful Moments [p. 38-38]
	Meanwhile in Another Part of the City [pp. 39-68]
	The Crash and Its Sound [p. 69-69]
	The Heart Grows an Inch Measured against the Wall [p. 69-69]
	Grace [pp. 70-71]
	Power [p. 71-71]
	Utopia [pp. 72-73]
	The Fortuneteller's Parlor [p. 74-74]
	The Diary [p. 74-74]
	Song of Stanley [pp. 75-107]
	The Death of the Field Mouse [p. 108-108]
	Bee Loud [p. 109-109]
	Provisional [p. 110-110]
	Poem Ending with a Stanza by Rilke [pp. 111-113]
	It Was a Great Marvel That He Was in the Father without Knowing Him (I): April: Year of the Tucks Medicated Pad [pp. 114-119]
	An Interview with Zhu Hong [pp. 120-129]
	The Poor Relation [pp. 130-140]
	We Go to a Fire [p. 141-141]
	Desire [p. 142-142]
	The Parade and after the Parade [p. 143-143]
	Veronicas [p. 144-144]
	Answer Man [p. 144-144]
	Role Reversal [p. 145-145]
	The Fear of Death [p. 146-146]
	Algolagnia [pp. 147-148]
	How to Write a Love Poem [p. 149-149]
	My Job as It Relates to Bruegel's: "Netherlandish Proverbs" [pp. 150-151]
	Nigger [pp. 151-152]
	An Air of Gaiety and Zest [pp. 153-160]
	Stillborn [pp. 161-175]
	Vienna 1901 [p. 176-176]
	Quarry [pp. 177-178]
	Quiet Evening; Cat; Then Rain [pp. 179-180]
	Cooking [pp. 181-182]
	About Rabbits [pp. 183-184]
	Review: On Hortense Calisher [pp. 185-187]
	Postscript [pp. 188-191]
	Back Matter



