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THE PRESENT

I look at the water and the rushes
of an arm of the river and at the sun
inside the water.

I looked, I was, but I am.
The mud dries between the roots.
My verb is in the present.
This world remaining after conflagrations
wants to exist.
Insects make
traps millennia long.
Ephemera vanish. They go out
impressed upon the gentle breeze of Arcady.
A boat crosses the river.
It is a servant of Bishop Baudo.
He passes the straw of a hut
defoliated under many moons.
I pronounce my ironical law
to the leaves that rustle, to the stag beetle’s
nervy flight.
I confide to the would-be eternal rushes
the grand strategy from Yenan to Hopei.
I follow the sign of an armed hand incising
the pine’s bark
and prepare the amber fire in which I shall be visible.

translated by
Michael Hamburger

Franco Fortini

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 26

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 3 (Summer, 1974), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	The Poem Is Showing [p. 4-4]
	The Poem Dresses up like Love [p. 4-4]
	The Poem as a Private Persecutor [p. 5-5]
	The Poem out on a Night Mission [pp. 5-6]
	The Continental Drift [p. 7-7]
	For the Moment [p. 8-8]
	Blue Nude [p. 9-9]
	Every Ventricle [p. 10-10]
	Letter from Zanzibar [p. 11-11]
	This Disappearance [p. 12-12]
	Who Shall Be the Sun? [pp. 13-14]
	The Body Tries to Give Itself Up [p. 15-15]
	The Heavenly Hunger [p. 16-16]
	Professor Galapagos on the Floor [p. 17-17]
	The Commonwheel [p. 18-18]
	Sunbathing [p. 19-19]
	Looking for God [p. 20-20]
	The Still Hand [p. 21-21]
	Inside Work [p. 22-22]
	The Hunter [p. 22-22]
	Like Land Used Up [p. 23-23]
	The Trees [p. 24-24]
	In Memoriam I [pp. 24-25]
	In Memoriam III [p. 25-25]
	The Present [p. 26-26]
	[Spinney] [p. 27-27]
	The Angels [p. 28-28]

	Fiction
	Dr. Pettigot's Face [pp. 30-36]
	Act V [pp. 37-38]
	A Past: Wintered like a Circus [pp. 39-54]
	The Alice P. Gamboe Strip [pp. 55-58]
	Anna's Song [pp. 59-60]

	Journalit
	On Paul Goodman–and Goodmanism [pp. 62-79]

	Criticism
	Fielding Dawson's "Certain Overflow Willingness" [pp. 82-87]
	Three Sections from a Novel, "A Capitol Ship" (In Process) [pp. 88-97]
	"Lowell" Had Been Misspelled "Lovel" [pp. 98-121]

	Back Matter



