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EVERY NIGHT I REMEMBER I HAVE ANOTHER FEAR

Every night the night enters me, the night
irrigates my body, twists my veins until they’re
black, paints my blood black, wraps my marrow
with black gauze, stamps me black, dissects me
with black instruments under a ceiling that’s
lost all its stars. Every night this happens.

Every night I remember something that has happened
at night, I remember my brother and his old love
weeping in the dark over past-perfect sadnesses, I
remember wanting the walls of my room to be black,
I remember missing my father for hours at night

in bad weather, I remember the broken bottles

of night that shine like fear, and I remember I

have another fear too.

Every night I wake up afraid I'm going

to stay here forever, I'm afraid of what’ll

come out of the mouseholes around the blanket
and around my body, I'm afraid of the black teeth
in the letters of my name, I'm afraid I'm a nail
being driven into the dark, I'm afraid of dying

in the dark, I'm afraid I'll live a long time,

live a long time by slowly dying.

Chris Petrakos

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 25

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 4 (Fall, 1974), pp. 1-126
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Since We Have Been a Conversation... [pp. 3-4]
	Poetry
	Orion [p. 6-6]
	Trees [p. 6-6]
	Baby Sitting [pp. 7-8]
	Versions [pp. 9-10]
	This [p. 11-11]
	Who Is It? [p. 12-12]
	Remembering and Forgetting [pp. 12-13]
	The Elders [p. 14-14]
	What I Did at Four A.M. [p. 15-15]
	This Business of Dying [p. 16-16]
	A Man on the Beach [p. 17-17]
	Getting Away [p. 18-18]
	Winter Stone [pp. 19-20]
	Rabbits [p. 21-21]
	The Moving Out [p. 22-22]
	The Psychoanalysis of Fire [p. 23-23]
	The Little Stones [p. 24-24]
	Every Night I Remember I Have Another Fear [p. 25-25]
	Winter [p. 26-26]
	Or How about If I Put It This Way [p. 27-27]
	This Is Thursday. Your Exam Was Tuesday [pp. 27-28]
	Rhododendrons [p. 29-29]

	Fiction
	The Things of This World from A to Z [pp. 32-37]
	His Wife's Intermissions [pp. 38-43]
	The Bullet [pp. 44-58]
	Quiche [pp. 59-65]
	From the Bestiary: Political Section [pp. 66-69]

	Criticism
	The Descent into the Underworld and Modern Black Fiction [pp. 72-90]
	An Interview with Philippe Sollers [pp. 91-101]
	"H": An Extract [pp. 102-105]
	Sex and the New Woman in "The Golden Notebook" [pp. 106-120]

	Back Matter



