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GETTING AWAY

They lie back in the meantime

of another summer, this life

away from their life.

His body learns again

the old wordless songs,

the ones she’s always known.

And their movements toward each other
become the movements of clouds

that softly collide and merge.

One month.

They don't try to fill it, and it fills.
They talk about horoscopes, meaning
the rhythms of their bodies.

They talk about giving off light

from the dark

interiors of themselves.

Behind them, everywhere,

the open mouth of holocaust, the world
and its teeth, widens and bites.

But now the universe comes down to this:
bodies in orbit. The astronomy

of the night lamp on the bed.

The moon’s personal touch.

The closeness of all things, then

the long trip back.

Stephen Dunn

)
University of lowa %éj%
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 18

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 4 (Fall, 1974), pp. 1-126
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Since We Have Been a Conversation... [pp. 3-4]
	Poetry
	Orion [p. 6-6]
	Trees [p. 6-6]
	Baby Sitting [pp. 7-8]
	Versions [pp. 9-10]
	This [p. 11-11]
	Who Is It? [p. 12-12]
	Remembering and Forgetting [pp. 12-13]
	The Elders [p. 14-14]
	What I Did at Four A.M. [p. 15-15]
	This Business of Dying [p. 16-16]
	A Man on the Beach [p. 17-17]
	Getting Away [p. 18-18]
	Winter Stone [pp. 19-20]
	Rabbits [p. 21-21]
	The Moving Out [p. 22-22]
	The Psychoanalysis of Fire [p. 23-23]
	The Little Stones [p. 24-24]
	Every Night I Remember I Have Another Fear [p. 25-25]
	Winter [p. 26-26]
	Or How about If I Put It This Way [p. 27-27]
	This Is Thursday. Your Exam Was Tuesday [pp. 27-28]
	Rhododendrons [p. 29-29]

	Fiction
	The Things of This World from A to Z [pp. 32-37]
	His Wife's Intermissions [pp. 38-43]
	The Bullet [pp. 44-58]
	Quiche [pp. 59-65]
	From the Bestiary: Political Section [pp. 66-69]

	Criticism
	The Descent into the Underworld and Modern Black Fiction [pp. 72-90]
	An Interview with Philippe Sollers [pp. 91-101]
	"H": An Extract [pp. 102-105]
	Sex and the New Woman in "The Golden Notebook" [pp. 106-120]

	Back Matter



