
KINGS CANYON/EARTH 

1 

In this damp forest 
Animal bones are buried in a womb 

Of pine needles and shredded leaves and earth. 

There is a jay, dead only hours, with worms 

Tunneling through the ruffles of brain, 
Ants pinching the stomach empty. 

After a few weeks the jay's skull 

Will be licked, inside and out, 
To a dull shine. 

2 

There is a fox, trotting for the valley. 
Mucus, like snail trails, seeps 
From her eyes. 

Where her left forepaw steps 
A track of blood is left behind. 

3 

Somewhere on the cool bank of a creek 

A beaver, shot in the throat, 

Gags on his own blood. 

In an hour he will be dead; 
In a season a fur sack with a cage of bones 

That holds nothing but darkness. 

And within a year his fur and guts 
Will dissolve into earth, enter the roots of pine, 
And become bark or a cluster of cells 

In the tree's new ring. 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 18

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 1 (Winter, 1974), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Hotel Henri Michaux [p. 4-4]
	Notes / at a Wedding [pp. 5-6]
	Presidential Address [pp. 6-7]
	In the Dreaming [pp. 8-10]
	Distance [p. 11-11]
	Doing the I Ching [p. 12-12]
	Beast [p. 13-13]
	Poem on Her Birthday [p. 14-14]
	The Body Variations [pp. 15-16]
	Crossing Alberta [p. 17-17]
	Kings Canyon/Earth [p. 18-18]
	Miracles: Waking the Dead: Stigmata: Walking on Water; Curing the Lame [pp. 19-20]
	Resolutions [p. 21-21]
	Sentence [p. 21-21]
	This Hate [p. 22-22]
	3 A.M. in New York [p. 22-22]
	Gravediggers' Strike: New York, 1973 [p. 23-23]
	After Chagall [pp. 23-24]
	How They Left [p. 25-25]
	The Public Room [p. 26-26]
	How She Can Sing [pp. 27-28]
	Two Ways of Living in the Night: Evening's End; In the Morning Now [pp. 29-30]

	Fiction
	Bring Your Friends to the Zoo [pp. 32-38]
	Marietta the White Goat and the Motel [pp. 39-44]
	Maggie and Me [pp. 45-55]
	M'Wanna M'Bella and the Four Dollar Whore [pp. 56-61]
	After This I'm Dead [pp. 62-66]

	Criticism
	A Symposium on Criticism of Contemporary Writing
	The Problem of Style and the Poetry of the Sixties [pp. 69-74]
	Naked Criticism [pp. 75-82]
	New Thresholds, Old Anatomies: Contemporary Poetry and the Limits of Exegesis [pp. 83-99]
	Judging Contemporary Poems: Criteria and the Editor [pp. 100-111]
	Implied Metaphor: A Problem in Evaluating Contemporary Poetry [pp. 112-119]
	After Marabar: Reading Forster, Robbe-Grillet, Spark [pp. 120-126]


	Back Matter



