THE BODY VARIATIONS

1.
The body is a motel named
“The Temple”

2.
It is a friend
whose changes pain you

You decide you were wrong about him

3.
A cardsharp
with the longest career in the west

Nobody

wants him arrested
Everybody loves him
Everybody loses
Everybody always

wants a new deck

4.
It is the trip
you planned too long

They tell you the weather has never
been this bad

5.

The body is a temple
where Shriners and other
conventioneers with hats

besot themselves

They do not know what or when
they worship

But they do
Amen
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6.
The body is the very famous person
you would love to meet

It turns out he lives on the floor below

But you never meet him

7.

A town of wine and cheese

not far from the spot

where a lost party stopped to sing its last hymns

8

It is a writers’ conference drowsy with advice

9.
A friend
who has lied about his past

Now you don’t know what to believe

You realize
how alike you are

10.

The body is that extraordinary thing
you find at the dump

and take home

excited

Your wife
snorts at your folly
Your family and friends think you’re a fool

When you lug it back

the dump has become an antique store
The owner

buys it for a staggering sum

They love you at home
because you are rich

Robert Hahn



	Article Contents
	p. 15
	p. 16

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 1 (Winter, 1974), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Hotel Henri Michaux [p. 4-4]
	Notes / at a Wedding [pp. 5-6]
	Presidential Address [pp. 6-7]
	In the Dreaming [pp. 8-10]
	Distance [p. 11-11]
	Doing the I Ching [p. 12-12]
	Beast [p. 13-13]
	Poem on Her Birthday [p. 14-14]
	The Body Variations [pp. 15-16]
	Crossing Alberta [p. 17-17]
	Kings Canyon/Earth [p. 18-18]
	Miracles: Waking the Dead: Stigmata: Walking on Water; Curing the Lame [pp. 19-20]
	Resolutions [p. 21-21]
	Sentence [p. 21-21]
	This Hate [p. 22-22]
	3 A.M. in New York [p. 22-22]
	Gravediggers' Strike: New York, 1973 [p. 23-23]
	After Chagall [pp. 23-24]
	How They Left [p. 25-25]
	The Public Room [p. 26-26]
	How She Can Sing [pp. 27-28]
	Two Ways of Living in the Night: Evening's End; In the Morning Now [pp. 29-30]

	Fiction
	Bring Your Friends to the Zoo [pp. 32-38]
	Marietta the White Goat and the Motel [pp. 39-44]
	Maggie and Me [pp. 45-55]
	M'Wanna M'Bella and the Four Dollar Whore [pp. 56-61]
	After This I'm Dead [pp. 62-66]

	Criticism
	A Symposium on Criticism of Contemporary Writing
	The Problem of Style and the Poetry of the Sixties [pp. 69-74]
	Naked Criticism [pp. 75-82]
	New Thresholds, Old Anatomies: Contemporary Poetry and the Limits of Exegesis [pp. 83-99]
	Judging Contemporary Poems: Criteria and the Editor [pp. 100-111]
	Implied Metaphor: A Problem in Evaluating Contemporary Poetry [pp. 112-119]
	After Marabar: Reading Forster, Robbe-Grillet, Spark [pp. 120-126]


	Back Matter



