
DISTANCE 

All these problems 
are old ones: the rain 

so many days of it now 

of being away from your friends, the city you live in 

the way its light falls, its rain. 

Let's have it that there's a warp of one hour 

between where you are and here 

and suppose someone is here, almost half-way 

using lie year up like air, money 
the work's going well, she knows a few people, a few 

places to have a good time 

say at midnight 

they go to the graveyard, see its black angel, and 

some thought of music, and brought wine, so: 

to the stones, darkness, the stars and everything 
under them. And tomorrow. That smear in the sky line 

that's the sun coming around, whatever happens 
it isn't news. There were others. 

There was moss. A mat of needles 

to lie on, bedrock, the salt flats. 

And sand. There were seasons. 

The worst of the ways of having a bad day 
is this one. What if it happens again? take a breath 
and again. Look at the gates. One more. 

The marble babies. A pain like breathing. And 
now? Oh! here's another, yes, the surprise of dying 
we have no right to, so many days of it. 

11 Helen Chasin 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 11

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 1 (Winter, 1974), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Hotel Henri Michaux [p. 4-4]
	Notes / at a Wedding [pp. 5-6]
	Presidential Address [pp. 6-7]
	In the Dreaming [pp. 8-10]
	Distance [p. 11-11]
	Doing the I Ching [p. 12-12]
	Beast [p. 13-13]
	Poem on Her Birthday [p. 14-14]
	The Body Variations [pp. 15-16]
	Crossing Alberta [p. 17-17]
	Kings Canyon/Earth [p. 18-18]
	Miracles: Waking the Dead: Stigmata: Walking on Water; Curing the Lame [pp. 19-20]
	Resolutions [p. 21-21]
	Sentence [p. 21-21]
	This Hate [p. 22-22]
	3 A.M. in New York [p. 22-22]
	Gravediggers' Strike: New York, 1973 [p. 23-23]
	After Chagall [pp. 23-24]
	How They Left [p. 25-25]
	The Public Room [p. 26-26]
	How She Can Sing [pp. 27-28]
	Two Ways of Living in the Night: Evening's End; In the Morning Now [pp. 29-30]

	Fiction
	Bring Your Friends to the Zoo [pp. 32-38]
	Marietta the White Goat and the Motel [pp. 39-44]
	Maggie and Me [pp. 45-55]
	M'Wanna M'Bella and the Four Dollar Whore [pp. 56-61]
	After This I'm Dead [pp. 62-66]

	Criticism
	A Symposium on Criticism of Contemporary Writing
	The Problem of Style and the Poetry of the Sixties [pp. 69-74]
	Naked Criticism [pp. 75-82]
	New Thresholds, Old Anatomies: Contemporary Poetry and the Limits of Exegesis [pp. 83-99]
	Judging Contemporary Poems: Criteria and the Editor [pp. 100-111]
	Implied Metaphor: A Problem in Evaluating Contemporary Poetry [pp. 112-119]
	After Marabar: Reading Forster, Robbe-Grillet, Spark [pp. 120-126]


	Back Matter



