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ROOMS

A boy sits on the mantle with a piece of string
Tied to his tooth

A big woman rocks by the fire

With a pan of peas in her lap

On the radio they say a convict
Is loose and heading this way

The boy stares at the doorknob
Like a soft-shell turtle on a log

That coward who tipped off the law
Leans on the pool cue in the corner
He can’t sleep

The hinge sings like a falling tree

Someone moves among cattle

Someone is blamed for all misfortune

The fat woman rocking near the door

Laughs at the boy with the sleeve over his eyes

Frank Stanford

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RIKGN ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 20

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 5, No. 2 (Spring, 1974), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Generalic: Weihnachtszeit [p. 4-4]
	A Certain Kind of Fear [p. 5-5]
	Conversion [p. 6-6]
	Correspondences [p. 7-7]
	Short Story [p. 8-8]
	Dando [p. 9-9]
	Love Notes from the Shiftless [pp. 10-11]
	The Disaster Tree [p. 12-12]
	Song of the Drunken Man [p. 13-13]
	Once More [p. 14-14]
	Recovery [p. 15-15]
	A Man's Home Is His Castle [p. 16-16]
	Looking Ahead [p. 16-16]
	Holding Your Name [p. 17-17]
	Three Executions [p. 18-18]
	A Song for Motives [p. 19-19]
	Rooms [p. 20-20]
	Hidden Water [p. 21-21]
	Estoy En Larga Espera [p. 22-22]
	Proposition [p. 23-23]
	Your Friend Dead with the Distance [p. 24-24]
	The Day He Became Blind [p. 25-25]
	This Is the Feeling That Breaks [p. 26-26]

	Fiction
	Under the Wheat [pp. 28-35]
	The Long Thoughts [pp. 36-44]
	The Unthinkable [pp. 45-53]
	Ivory Soap [pp. 54-59]
	Melon, Melocoton O Flan [pp. 60-65]
	Can't Dance [pp. 66-74]

	Criticism
	An Interview with Stanley Kunitz [pp. 76-85]
	A Blessing of Women [pp. 86-87]
	World's Guest: William Stafford [pp. 88-100]
	A Utah Campfire [p. 101-101]
	Cave Painting [p. 101-101]
	Beyond Surrealism: Georges Limbour [pp. 102-106]
	The White Dog [pp. 107-112]
	Randall Jarrell's "Eland": A Key to Motive and Technique in His Poetry [pp. 113-126]

	Back Matter



