164

around her raveled elastic swimsuit.
She’d throw me a pack

and buy me a cone just so

it would look good. I'd sit where

the old-timers in clean

pressed bibs watched trains, eat

my cone, smoke a butt, and listen

for the old Chessie

to squeal through town, drowning out
the smell of cows.

A WOMAN BY THE MISSISSIPPI

Her expression is nothing

to look at. You would think
her occasional pats of the water,
the rippled buildings

reflecting, boats and people
thinning out with each wave
was a romantic thing,

but it isn’t.

The Mississippi is like a fat slug.
Its surface images of thin,
rheumatic couples holding hands
edge the river, and break

the sand —slurry crabs hide

their faces, distorted,

tinged in the dirty light.

The river isn’t beautiful today.

Its brown mouth spits up

stones along the shore, the pitted ones
layered on layers

of smooth snail and crab shells.

And only the weepy tree at the river’s back
waves over the water soft and green.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©

[ (€
University of lowa % g
The lowa Review NINORY
WWw.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 164

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 19, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1989), pp. 1-212
	Front Matter
	The Battle of Manila [pp. 1-24]
	First Day of Spring [pp. 25-29]
	Three Hearts [p. 29-29]
	Saving My Skin from Burning [p. 30-30]
	R for Rosemary [pp. 30-31]
	An Interview with Gerald Stern [pp. 32-65]
	Late Winter Blues [p. 66-66]
	Homo Corpulos [pp. 67-68]
	St. Theresa's [pp. 68-69]
	Out of Body [p. 69-69]
	Breasts [pp. 70-72]
	The Guinea Hen [pp. 72-74]
	The Guardian Angel [pp. 75-76]
	Forgiveness [pp. 76-77]
	Each from Different Heights [p. 77-77]
	Forces [pp. 78-90]
	Why Philosophy? [pp. 91-104]
	The Candidate's Coattails [pp. 105-112]
	How Fast [p. 113-113]
	An Explanation [p. 114-114]
	The Sciences Sing a Lullabye [pp. 114-115]
	The Earliest Punctuation [pp. 115-116]
	Village Nocturne [p. 117-117]
	The Peacock [p. 118-118]
	Living in Disguise [p. 119-119]
	Home [p. 120-120]
	Ritual Sacrifice [pp. 120-121]
	Future [p. 122-122]
	Ahh. He Is the Pear of My Nose [p. 122-122]
	The Cabinetmaker [pp. 123-139]
	Fourth of July [pp. 140-148]
	The Baseball Glove [pp. 149-158]
	A Dog's Life [p. 159-159]
	The Slaughter of Elephants [pp. 160-161]
	Twenty-Four Hours [p. 162-162]
	Louanne and the Pack of Kents [pp. 163-164]
	A Woman by the Mississippi [p. 164-164]
	Village Museum [pp. 165-166]
	The Sacred Fire [pp. 166-167]
	The Mountains [pp. 167-168]
	Whim [p. 168-168]
	In the Workshop after I Read My Poem Aloud [pp. 169-170]
	Ambiguous Pigs: An Excursion into Porcine Poetics and Prosody [pp. 171-174]
	Review: The Form of Concentration [pp. 175-187]
	The Poetry and Anti-Poetry of Czeslaw Milosz [pp. 188-209]
	Back Matter



