
Childhood in Jacksonville, Florida 

What is happening to me now that loved faces 

are beginning to float free of their names 

like a tide of balloons, while a dark street 

wide enough only for carriages, in a familiar city, 
loses itself 

to become South America? 

Oh I am the last member of the nineteenth century! 
And my excitement about sex, which was not of today, 
is diffusing itself in generosity of mind. 

For my mind is relaxing its grip, and a fume 

of antique telephones, keys, fountain pens, torn roadmaps, 
old stories of the way Nan Powell died 

(poor girl!) rises in the air 

detached but accurate ? 

almost as accurate 

as if I'd invented them. 

Welcome then, poverty! 

flights of strings above the orange trees! 
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