130

Young Hormones Madrigal - James Crenner

Then you were a boy and could
raise excitement in your pants
equally with bad or good

literature or circumstance.

Reading “Blondie,” Joyce, or Farrell,
kissing Blondie, Joyce, or Snooks,
friction made you come a barrel —
fictions, girls, and comic books.

Was the world a dream, or real?
Who could really give a hoot,
dreaming of a real feel

of silky this or naked that?

Secret lusts inhabited

every lady on the street:

they were all at home in bed
admiring your prodigious feat,

even though they didn’t know it.
Cousins, aunts, your mother’s friends—
none were proof against your habit;
you knew both of all their ends.

Life was coming; coming, life;
death was Not Getting Any.

Even Holy Writ was rife

with tales of promised milky honey;

classes in biology,

civics, history, and Latin

were all crypto-anatomy,

the one idea to raise and fatten.
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Cars were custom-made for just
one activity on earth:

for transportation take the bus,
Ford’s invention was a berth.

Nothing live was safe or sacred
if it forked or had a rictus:
habeas balloon, or snake,
mandrake root, gazelle or corpus.

Then you were a boy and could
conceive of nothing greater than
to have a limb of polished wood

and a friendly, tireless, helping hand.

131



	Article Contents
	p. 130
	p. 131

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 16, No. 1, The Writers' Workshop: A Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration (Winter, 1986), pp. 1-190
	Front Matter
	Introduction [p. 1-1]
	Elegy for Cello and Piano [pp. 2-3]
	Paper Bird [pp. 4-5]
	The Earth's a Little Lighter [p. 6-6]
	Memoir [p. 7-7]
	Newfangleness [p. 8-8]
	Aesop's Forest [pp. 9-24]
	Miss McCook [pp. 25-35]
	Everything Else You Can Get You Take [p. 36-36]
	Bad Heart [p. 37-37]
	Victor [p. 38-38]
	Doc [pp. 39-47]
	A Rosary [p. 48-48]
	A Dream of the Ring: The Great Jack Johnson [p. 49-49]
	Estrangement [p. 50-50]
	Class [p. 50-50]
	Childhood in Jacksonville, Florida [p. 51-51]
	From "Commerce to the Capitol": Montgomery, Alabama [pp. 52-54]
	The Crux of Jane Eyre Is Moral Integrity: A Tale of the 1950s [pp. 55-72]
	Small Comfort [pp. 73-82]
	From "Couplets" [pp. 83-85]
	Maureen Morris, Mother of Five, Eats a Pansy from the Garden of a Fancy Restaurant in Aspen [p. 86-86]
	Accordingly [pp. 87-88]
	Correspondence [pp. 89-90]
	Meat [pp. 91-92]
	The Age of Reason [pp. 92-94]
	Some Things the World Gave [p. 95-95]
	In the Basilica of San Francesco [pp. 96-97]
	The Annunciation [pp. 97-98]
	Proud Monster: Sketches [pp. 99-116]
	Mengele [p. 117-117]
	To Show Peter the World [pp. 118-119]
	Practical Shooter Comes to Downers Grove [pp. 120-122]
	To a Real Standup Piece of Painted Crockery [p. 123-123]
	Where He Stood: Schulze's Portfolio [pp. 124-125]
	Classified [p. 125-125]
	The Passing of Eden: Pomona, California [p. 126-126]
	From "A Poem for Farish Street" [pp. 127-129]
	Young Hormones Madrigal [pp. 130-131]
	Door [pp. 132-133]
	Old Lovegood Girls [pp. 134-160]
	Elba [pp. 161-177]
	Whale Washed Ashore at Ancona [pp. 178-179]
	Coming into His Shop from a Bright Afternoon [p. 180-180]
	Vista [p. 181-181]
	One Small Head [p. 181-181]
	Amazing Story [pp. 182-183]
	Review
	Review: untitled [pp. 184-187]

	Back Matter



