
Leonard Nathan 

The Message 

It was about time and much too late 

or much too early for words, and it was yes 

maybe but it was mostly no. 

The messenger gaUoped off, leaving behind 

nothing but the message and a chamber 

choking on its own silence. 

It was also about fate, the way the prince 
stared at his father while the women wept 
on the bloody stairs, wept and sang. 
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