
Squirrels 

Were I a squirrel, I'd worship trees. 

Think how one must feel in the spring 

when one's whole home once more happens, 
heaves and works under one's pawtips; 

when the view from the nest disappears 
into leaves, birdsong, sprouts full of good smells, 

and fills the heart with sticky promises; 
when the wood of one's floor turns to business. 

O, one treads lightly 
on such pregnancies, 

twitches one's tail, stiffens, expectant, 

sits in fresh grass, conscious of history, 
of long-kept secrets that come unshut. 

For breakfast one digs up a nut. 

188 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 188

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 22, No. 1 (Winter, 1992), pp. 1-228
	Front Matter
	Interviews with Marilynne Robinson
	On Influence and Appropriation [pp. 1-7]
	Mostly on Mother Country [pp. 8-21]
	Portrait of Marilynne Robinson [pp. 21-28]

	The Stairway [pp. 29-35]
	Trademark [pp. 36-37]
	The Spoiled Woman [pp. 37-38]
	Dominion [pp. 38-40]
	Numberless [pp. 41-42]
	The Woman Who Laughed on Calvary [pp. 42-44]
	Connubial [pp. 44-45]
	La Peña de los Parra: The Power of Song [pp. 46-77]
	Preschool Visitation [pp. 78-80]
	Trying to Hide Treblinka [p. 81-81]
	Apparition: Damage; A Man with Unclenched Fist [pp. 82-83]
	Through Leaves and Fragmented Light [p. 83-83]
	Intimacy [p. 84-84]
	Waiting [pp. 85-87]
	Glissando [pp. 88-103]
	Atlas's Revenge [pp. 104-114]
	Fall Migration at Brigantine [p. 115-115]
	To Bill Buckner on His Release by the Boston Red Sox [pp. 116-117]
	Etheridge [p. 117-117]
	Emerson and I Stare at the Sunset [p. 118-118]
	Garden [p. 119-119]
	Anhedonia [p. 119-119]
	Wave [p. 120-120]
	The Casting Lesson [pp. 121-122]
	A Form of One's Own: Virginia Woolf's Art of the Portrait Essay [pp. 123-134]
	Reply to My Father: Confessions of a Feminist Critic [pp. 135-145]
	Men Walk on Moon: A Powdery Surface Is Closely Explored [pp. 146-178]
	Midwest Religion [pp. 179-180]
	The Harness [p. 181-181]
	The Bear [pp. 181-182]
	Dandelions [p. 182-182]
	The Flight [p. 183-183]
	85 [p. 184-184]
	Bear This in Mind [p. 185-185]
	The Poem [pp. 186-187]
	Squirrels [p. 188-188]
	Vegas [pp. 189-211]
	Review: Learning to Read the Mother Tongue: On Sandra Gilbert's "Blood Pressure" [pp. 212-220]
	Review: On Adrienne Rich [pp. 221-225]
	Back Matter



