THE SAVING GRACE OF MOZART

After the stroke, my grandmother, snug
in the nautilus of her own curled spine

would slow-stab violent gestures with the one
knitting needle she clenched on her good side

as she tried to talk—to whom? —
we knew she couldn’t hear our answerings

even if we had been
there to answer.

We kept her alive, I think,
by leaving her chiefly alone

—scary, to get visited
by vaguely familiar giants—,

though once in a fit of benevolence
we squeezed into her humid room,

the four of us: my sister me
the one flute and the other.

How did we discover silver speech
would be the thing to reach

her remaining registers?
—as if disability

distills us to a purity
where only beauty reaches us

(we knew we weren’t beautiful,
but the flutes, the flutes!).

47

9 ()
University of lowa %J&ﬁ
B 2

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The lowa Review NIKORY

www.jstor.org




48

The rest I guess we generate
of our own accord

the way, with the clear side of her bitter brain,
she once wove scratchy sweaters

that we still dutifully donned
on our quick summer visit . . .

But this once we stayed, we bobbed,
we played accurate Mozart,

the paired flutes shuttling back and forth to scale
the damp woof her dying left across the air,

scrambling to reach a high, sturdy dryness
they hoped would transport them once and for all

and maybe take her, too,
into the realm of the boy-genius

in punctual heaven—.



	Article Contents
	p. 47
	p. 48

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 22, No. 2 (Spring - Summer, 1992), pp. 1-196
	Front Matter
	Women on the Go [pp. 1-40]
	French Horn [pp. 41-43]
	The Bassoonist [pp. 44-46]
	The Saving Grace of Mozart [pp. 47-48]
	Good Friday, Driving Home [pp. 49-50]
	When Rain Pulls the Wind off the Arno at Night [pp. 50-51]
	When We Motated off the Face of the Earth [pp. 52-53]
	A Chick from My Dream Life [pp. 54-68]
	Journey One [p. 69-69]
	Journey Two [p. 70-70]
	Journey Three [p. 70-70]
	Journey Four [p. 71-71]
	Journey Five [pp. 71-72]
	Journey Six [pp. 72-73]
	Journey Seven [pp. 73-74]
	Small Yellow Wasps [p. 74-74]
	The Nice Children [p. 75-75]
	Pollution [p. 76-76]
	The Envoy [p. 77-77]
	The Nevada Glassworks, 4cc [pp. 78-79]
	1/16/91 [pp. 79-80]
	1/20/91 [p. 81-81]
	Erasing the Maternal: Rereading Elizabeth Bishop [pp. 82-103]
	Postcards from the Middle West: A Photo Essay [pp. 104-109]
	Zoo Bus [pp. 110-127]
	The Nine Choirs [pp. 128-129]
	Children's Book [p. 130-130]
	Afternoon in the Jungle Shop [p. 131-131]
	Gathering Figs [pp. 132-133]
	Hospital Girl [p. 133-133]
	Angelology [p. 134-134]
	Lawn Mower [p. 135-135]
	The Essayist and the Query Letter: Selective Speculations [pp. 136-143]
	On Fishing [pp. 144-152]
	The View [pp. 153-156]
	Evolution of Words [pp. 157-158]
	Flood: Years of Hope; Years of Solitude; Years of Reconciliation; Years of Fortune; Years of Judgment; Years of Vision; Years of Discourse [pp. 159-162]
	14 [p. 163-163]
	64 [p. 164-164]
	Kepler's Discovery of Elliptical Orbits [p. 165-165]
	When Iowa Was Washed Away with Milk [p. 166-166]
	The Hummingbird [pp. 167-180]
	Meditation [pp. 181-189]
	Review: The Powerhouse of Language [pp. 190-192]
	Back Matter



