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TEAOZ AINITMA/END RIDDLE
Translated by George Economou

B®upovvtat Mot nwg andvtnoe o O1binovg

- Ox1 TG akpiPig, aAd OTL andvnoe

EVW TO Tl €ime uMopel va peivel andppnto
onwg Ba énpemne kaBe WSwTk ouvopAia

ue to Bnpio mov aAlot Tpwv €kavav Sikd pag
Kat Twpa T0 KANpodoTovpe 0TOVG EMOUEVOUG

Eivau BéPato Opwg 0t mpokettan yra aiviypa
epwTnon mov xpetaletau va eEavBpwmioeig
T0 pvadd oov yla va anavtnoelg ot Leig
yrati alhiwg 101 eicat xapévog wg fpwag
uiag akopn avtoproypagiag tov Bavartov

AV TO OKEQPTOVE OTIWG TIAVTOTE KAVOVE
amnd Tnv TAEVPA EKELVOL TIOV ATAVTA
@aivetal mpooeyyilovpe kdnota abavacia
yati ynlotepa avePaivovpe pe avtovg
nov {ovv matwvtag otabepd eni nTwpdTWV

To {ftnpa pinwg 6pwg eivat Tekkd
TLOKEPTOTAV TO Onpio TWV epwTroEWY
OXL 0TV TOUG MEPATTIKOVG HE ALVIYHATA
BopPapdile yrati kat ekeivo Oa énpene
kdnws va eEaoparioet TV Tpo@n Tov
aAld otav anodéxbnke Tnv andvtnon

Mnnwg eixe kovpaotel anod 160 abavacia
- pwTovaE, Eheyav kat TG, Oxt Sikd Tov
Mnnwg katdhafe wg 16n atpogodoe
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70 matvidL avto av yia kaipd ovvexoTay

Kat 0 O1dinovg €Tvye va mepdoel Ipwtog
otav ekavtAnpévo o Onpio eixe ma
eLowketwBei oe pa katoikidia y\owooa
OVPQWVWOVTAG O,TL Kat av ékeyav SnAadn

To téAeto aiviypa Ba nrav
éva TEAOG TWV AVIypdTwV
TIOV QAIVETAL TIWG ATTAVTOVY
07O aiviypa Tov TEAoVG



Everybody remembers that Oedipus answered
—not exactly how, but that he did answer

while just what he said may remain a secret

as is proper for every private conversation

with the beast that others earlier made our own
which we now pass on to those who follow

But it’s certain that it concerns a riddle

a question that requires you to humanize
your mind so you can answer that you're alive
because otherwise you fail already as a hero
just another one in death’s autobiography

If we think about it as we always do

from the point of view of he who answers

it seems we are approaching a kind of immortality
because we climb higher with those

who live stepping firmly over dead bodies

Still maybe the problem is finally

what the beast of questions thought

not when it bombarded all who passed by
with riddles because it, too, had somehow
to provide for its sustenance

~ but when it accepted the answer

Perhaps it was just tired of so much immortality

—it asked, they answered, and the end came, but not for it

Perhaps it understood that the game already
would waste away if it kept going on so long

And Oedipus happened to come by first

when the beast, exhausted, had by then become
habituated to a domestic language

that is to say agreeing to whatever they told it
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That would be the end riddle
an end to riddles

that seem to respond to

the riddle of the end
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