GEORGE ECONOMOU
DAY OF DISEMBARKATION/HMEPA AITIOBIBAZHZ
Translated by Yiorgos Chouliaras

It would be odd to call them Odysseys,
being outward, not homeward, bound,

lives made over by landfalls in strange cities
in spaces of magnitudes beyond magna.

Submission to a cyclopean physician
on an island more foreign than Phaeacia,

though penultimate stop of the passage, 105
certified the transference of homeland

and relegated Peloponnesos or Crete
to a recessive future in memory’s eye,

despite a parenthetical return to bring
a woman away, not come back to her.

The couple married America and planted
a tree that would branch and burgeon into

complexions and tongues not seen or heard before
that momentous day of disembarkation.
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Oa frav napdatevo va Tig melg Odvooeleg,
petaPdoeig kabwg RTav, Oxt EMOTPOPES OF ETTIES,

véeg {wig mavovTag 0Tepia o Tiepiepyeg TOAELG
o€ XWPOUG SLlACTACEWY TEPAY TWV OTACEWV.

Ynotayn o€ évav KUKA®TELO YLaTpd
oe vnoi o &évo anod ) Pataxia,

av Kat TPOTeEAEVTALO GNLE(0 TOV TEPAGHATOG,
niotonoinoe T petafifaon ae véa matpida

kat napénepye tnv Iedondvvnoo n v Kpntn
o€ £va VTTOXWPOV PEAAOV TNG HVIHNG,

106 Tapa TNV TapevOETIKT] EMOTPOPN YLa VA PEPELG
pia yvvaika amno ekei, OXt va YUpioelg KOVTA TNG.

To (evydpt mavpedTNKe TNV AUEPIKT KAl QUTEYE
éva 8£vtpo nov Ba éByale khadia ko Braotapla

0€ anoxPWOELG Kat YADGOEG TIov Kaveig Sev eixe Set 1) akovoet
TPV and ekeivr Tr peydAn nuépa g anopfifaong.
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