GEORGE ECONOMOU
IL GRAN VEGLIO DI CRETA
Translated by Yiorgos Chouliaras

“Dentro dal monte sta dritto un gran veglio,”
Inferno XIV.103

He is the dream we choose not to remember,

buried where once the green life quilted our land

of golden tales of the cradled years before

it was wasted, the center of the center.

He’s hidden now under the softly padded

tracks of foxes and wolves, beneath the hairline

of a king who cannot let go what he knows 109

has gone out of his mind but not his center.

A guide calls or is called, with lips that are blessed

with power to unearth the lost dream of him
whose tears feed the rivers of our barren hopes,

and says of him to us he is the center

of our story and our brains and that he falls.
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“Dentro dal monte sta dritto un gran veglio,”
Inferno XIV.103

Exeivog eivat 10 6verpo mov Stakéyovpe va pn Bvuodpaote,
Bappuévog ekei dmov kanote n {wn mpacivile Tov TOTO pag

LLE TIG XPUOEG LOTOpiEG TWV XPOVWY TOV Aikvov TpLv

EPNUWOEL, TO KEVTPO TOV KEVTPOU.

Eivat kpuppévog Topa KATw ano ta eEhagpomarnuéva

ixvn akenovSwv kat Aokwv, KATw and TV ypapur Twv paAiiwv
£vog Baathid ov Sev pumopei va agnaoet 6,7t yvwpilel twg

éxeL oPnoet anod 1o poakd Tov aAld 6L ané To KEVIPO Tov.
‘Evag Eevayds ewvalet 1) tov wvalovy, pe Xeikn evhoynuéva
pe tn Svvapn va eBayovv o xapévo Ovetpo ekeivov

7oV Ta SAKPLA TOL TPEPOLY TA TTOTALA TWV dyoVwY EATISWV {ag,
Kat Aéet yia ekelvov o€ udg avtog eivatl To KEVTpO

NG WTOPLAG Hag Kal TOV PValod pag Kat 0Tt TEQTEL
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