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If I say the naked are dressed

they understand I'm an emperor
because a naked leader of the naked
never existed without being dressed

When I call those around me free

they know they must show submission
because surely those of them who are smart
will surround the most unscrupulous one

And as soon as I hear dissonant praise
I immediately congratulate the artist
because who would dare to question
the endless triumph of flattery

104 They think I don’t see the naked
that I take submission for intelligence
while I haven’t the least bit of taste
and so then I change everything again

Because I'm the emperor
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