
Michael Craig 

Massachusetts 

There is a gramophone pointed at a boathouse. 

Tucked between tobacco barns 

are the meadows I like to drive through. 
There is the saying, at the threshold of a cowshed. 

Also there are those who stay up late 

trying to see things accurately. 
Go stand at an open window during a snowstorm. 

Wipe the snowflake from your eyelash. 

There is a boy talking to a snowgirl. 
There is a boxing glove buried in a snowbank. 

Shadows of birds on a snowy hill. 

Throw an orange, it disappears into the snow. 

Wrap yourself in a blanket. 

Wipe the snowflake from your eyelash. 

Some people say I try too hard. 

Some say I repeat myself, 

speak into myself, 
have made a molehill out of a mountain. 

Sit down for a minute. I think some things 
seem more difficult than they really are. 

There is a goat tied to a tree, that's all he's used for. 

There is a dollhouse which I ash into. 

A cow bawls in the distance, 

right outside my window. 

141 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 141

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 28, No. 1 (Spring, 1998), pp. 1-210
	Front Matter
	The Art of Teaching: Interviews with Three Masters [pp. 1-29]
	So Began the Happiest Years of My Life [pp. 30-31]
	Pentastichs, Plus [pp. 32-33]
	An Episode of Moose [p. 34-34]
	Whose World Is This? [pp. 35-58]
	A Government of Two [pp. 59-71]
	Why We Are in the DAR [pp. 72-77]
	Interior Monologue [pp. 78-79]
	Sestina for Lizzette [pp. 80-81]
	No Onions [p. 82-82]
	Jesse and the Minnow [pp. 83-84]
	Unzipping Angels [pp. 85-87]
	A Sun Dance Story [pp. 87-90]
	Essays That Kill [pp. 91-105]
	Humane Letters [pp. 106-122]
	Duty, Opportunity, Lost Cat [pp. 123-137]
	Acquiring a Love of Nature [pp. 138-140]
	Massachusetts [p. 141-141]
	Lamp [p. 142-142]
	And She Was Happy [pp. 143-144]
	Fact—Hah! Doubt—Hah! [p. 145-145]
	Walnuts in Baked Goods Are Great—Stones in Beans Are Not [p. 146-146]
	Versions to the World [p. 147-147]
	Middlesized Sea Occurrence (Distress and Civilization) [pp. 148-152]
	The Search for the Beethoven A-Minor String Quartet [pp. 153-161]
	Komarov Calling Apollo-Soyuz [pp. 162-185]
	People Don't Know [p. 186-186]
	Upon Being Asked My Opinion about an Autopsy [pp. 187-188]
	Clippings [pp. 189-190]
	November [pp. 191-192]
	A Day of Happenstance [pp. 193-194]
	Years of Exile [pp. 195-196]
	Review: Doing the Right Thing [pp. 197-200]
	Review: The Speed of Frustration [pp. 201-203]
	Back Matter



