
Annunciation (from the grass beneath them) 

how many moments did it hover before we felt 

it was like nothing else, it was not bird 

light as a mosquito, the aroma of walnut husks 

while the girl's knees pressed into us 

every spear of us rising, sunlit & coarse 

the wild bees murmuring through 

what did you feel when it was almost upon us when 

even the shadows her chin made 

never touched but reached just past 

the crushed mint, the clover clustered between us 

how cool would you say it was 

still cool from the clouds 

how itchy the air the girl tilted & lurched & then 

we rose up to it, we held ourselves tight 

when it skimmed just the tips of our blades 

didn't you feel softened 

no, not even its flickering trembled 

81 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 81

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 38, No. 3 (Winter, 2008/2009), pp. I-VI, 1-204
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. V-VI]
	Bamboo Poem [pp. 2-7]
	Stop Six, Ft. Worth [pp. 8-22]
	Where the Children Are [pp. 23-35]
	Helen of Sparta [pp. 36-48]
	Frescoes from the Brancacci Chapel: (I) St. Peter Curing the Lame with His Shadow; (II) St. Peter Bringing Tabitha Back to Life; (III) Saints Peter and John Distributing Alms; (IV) St. Peter Raises the Son of Theophilus, Dead Fourteen Years; (V) The Serpent Approaches Eve in the Garden; (VI) The Serpent Speaks to Eve in the Garden; (VII) What the Serpent Showed Eve the First Night; (VIII) What the Serpent Showed Eve the Next Night; (IX) On the Expulsion from Paradise and Masaccio's Premature Death; (X) The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden [pp. 49-58]
	Between Sand and Sky [pp. 59-70]
	Names of the Spade [p. 71-71]
	Swingin' [pp. 72-79]
	Annunciation: Eve to Ave [p. 80-80]
	Annunciation (From the Grass beneath Them) [p. 81-81]
	Annunciation in Play [p. 82-82]
	Annunciation under Erasure [p. 83-83]
	Romans 12:1 [p. 84-84]
	Track 5: Summertime [pp. 85-86]
	Banana Tree: 1964 [p. 87-87]
	November Moon, past Full [p. 88-88]
	The Seabee [p. 89-89]
	The Last Train to Montparnasse [pp. 90-91]
	She [pp. 92-93]
	I Kept the Part about Turning Fifty [pp. 94-95]
	Victory at Sea [pp. 96-109]
	Crazy [pp. 110-113]
	Corn [pp. 114-115]
	Let the Mad Dream of Sea-Things in the Bay of Bengal [p. 116-116]
	How I Love You [p. 117-117]
	Alberto's Corner (49th and 8th) [p. 118-118]
	Rabbit Watcher [p. 119-119]
	Not Even Rustles from Your Red Dress, Rustles [p. 120-120]
	Hide & Go Seek [pp. 121-133]
	The Dancer [pp. 134-136]
	The History of Air, Part 1 [pp. 137-138]
	Blink [p. 139-139]
	Day Moon [pp. 140-141]
	Easygoing Outburst [p. 142-142]
	Converse Nation [p. 143-143]
	Memorabilia [p. 144-144]
	Ghost Town [p. 145-145]
	Forgotten [p. 146-146]
	Nature's Way [p. 147-147]
	Eros in My Twenties [p. 148-148]
	The Ceiling or the Floor [pp. 149-154]
	Inside This New Skin [pp. 155-159]
	Memento Mori [p. 160-160]
	Extra Socks, with the Water Rising [p. 161-161]
	Hill of Doon [pp. 162-163]
	The First Night Alone with Frank [p. 164-164]
	The Third Night Alone with Frank [p. 164-164]
	The Fifth Night Alone with Frank [p. 164-164]
	The Sixth Night Alone with Frank [p. 165-165]
	The Eighth Night Alone with Frank [p. 165-165]
	Crambe [p. 166-166]
	Rock Island [pp. 167-170]
	From "Telling" [pp. 171-193]
	Back Matter



