SWINGIN' b\{ Mabbie McKni5h+

Ouv favorite

fn prepavation
F:v Fa\

Famuly wedo\ins,
Hand I
took a “"sacial
dance” class
this sf’""ﬁ'

(4

dance was swing.

Weweve the only same-sex couple v the class. The jnstructors, who

refevved to the pewon leading as th
following as “the lady," Seewied a bit

eaentlevian " and the one
ustered by ouv presence.

IN DANCING, THE GENTLEMAMWS
THE BOSS BUT THE LADY 1§ ALWAYS
RIGHT. HANHA! Ha HA HA!

[The tm
dvess at
bridesmaid

by \/\AV\'V\\B
dmccdbb‘c#wz
and bewn
the ove wéo
twisted H's arm
to take the
class, was the
entewan. H
wos Hae laAy.

15, | wowld be the one wearing a
ewedding: a white stapless
S dvess.
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14+ had been Years Since I'd wornm a dress. [ Know | wove a few skirts in
the late 40's, hut | must not have wovn advess since high school.

JUNE 14, 1995

When | firet came out at age 14, | Hought it was my vespons ibt Ity as a
lesbiawn o dcfy Hae patviavdhal convenh ons of +he 5¢mdcv bu'm\v\/.

| had, of couvse, the standard - And | shopped mostly in Hhe
15sune lesbian cvew cut. men's and boys' depaviments.

Pur for the most pavt, vather than shatteving people's gendev
assum\rh'ons, | was ‘iw‘\’“f seewt as & boy. Mmul\Y a Fn‘mbes(cw\ boy.



Once | wewnt to a thrif+ store 4o buy a tie for a coctume party. | was in a
Wurry, and the cachier wag chA-Hing with Ssmeone at the vegistev

oH | HERE WE ARE
CHATTING AND THERE S
AunNE!

oot | HE M usT HAVE
A DATE! WE BETTER
HugeY! WE Don'T
WANT TO WAAKE tHim
LATE FOR WIS FIRST

! :
AND LO®K! DATE | Cwink winkD>

HE's BuYiNGg
ATIE!

EVM+uAl|\, +hig kivd of thin so+ old.
Also | vealized fhﬂ wy ScIC—i»j\Po:ed lesbian ostume \QH»J'ud as
oppvessive as the de nigueur "SM's cdothres" had.

Lvetuvned, somewMat veluckantly, |
1o Hhe women's depart ment.

NN

Now | wear what's comfortable, whidh is usually
women's clothes —ones that £iF. Just wothing dve girly.



Wy sister's wedding would be the first time 1'd
worn o shapless bra (an oxywioven i€ | ever
Vieard one).

Rachael and
| MSMa”y ju:‘(’
call ouvselves
sistevs, but
Fechniaally
she's ma
sky»sl'cp-s\d»cv.

Shes wy stefw\ow\'f stepdaughter: When Rachael's dad (dsverced froma
hev Wiomn  and vemanmn@dY 4 ed, Rachael, who was ten, continued to
;Pl-'# hev Hivae between her mmoma's Wouse and Wer i'\'efMiM‘s. Eight years
[atev, wiy dad waarvied Wtv ckepmiona who alse had fwo othe caa\.lm.,

ooNA (MY
'REAL SISTER) cHrIS (WY

The wedding wac +o be held in New Jevsey at +he
cchool. Heve we ave at the veheavsal divmer: 5 wids

%vmw(s CatViolic

WeREDITH (my
STEPS\STER)

¢
plus HY, % PGVCVF:’VS .P




| fell Vigl«* wmte place as one of the givls.

By the +ime HANDY T\P: = =
the weddin SALT GETS = 3
volled avound, WAAKE WP
| fel4 wiostly our 0F
comfoviable 1n easric!
my dress.

I+ was even
kind of fun —
like Halloween. £

i aad

Then when we gatheved |

in the ch h (
wvpleas ant disgcovevy: a WH; S'r::: 0?%0)5,"{01 s smmat YIRS i
Cavds amidst the bulleting fov pavidhimnevs

Dear Representative

k]

l

! [ urge your support of The Marriage Protection
1 Amendment, a constitutional amendment to protect
* traditional marriage between one woman and one man.
1 Traditional marriage is the God-ordained building block of
! the family and bedrock of a civil society, and we tamper
‘ with it at our own peril. For the well-being of our children
i and our society, we must not allow the creation of same-sex

{
|
it "marriage," not by any name. \\
1
|

Signed,

(print n:;;i)
I e ———————————

(addnss)”m

(city, state, Tip)

| felt fike 'd been kicked in the face.



| cvied when Rachael walked out with
wy dod . Bridec always waave we cry.

And then the wedding began.

| walked down +he
aisle with one of Hhe groomemen,
aguy |4 wiet Hae day before.

SHil, | couldm'+ get the postcavd out of wy wmind.

was a Jewish (Rachael's moms cide) - Cathohe (Alex's
gino (Alex’s wmom's side) affaiv. | feld sick The whole Hime.

The cevemon
£ami ly) - Fr i

weuol'fﬂ
A FEW GAY

L g
_ ———| At least my dvess stayed in place.

Latev | learned of what was Wappening in Hae pews.

14



See, because oFM( white dvess, [ waswearing a
3-shring (definitely not standard fave for wae),

| gave apair
oF wiy usual
widevpants
P H, v ;e l
wanted to diange
iV\\’O Hhenn 1&‘} v

a‘aw trevn to
wy Mo, who wag

Cmrv,.nﬁ G Fuf!t .

Bvides wiake
am H shaved

A

y undevpants.

Mowr oy 100 and ched fovgotten tobring Kleenex. Che

And offeved Hhar Fo Hie wee pere iv Hhe pew M font of Hienma,

St W &

HYHNAL

__.:l Thankdully, they all Wad their own Wmv-ics_




Duving the vece +ion, | wanted +o Mk +o the pastor who van the
ace = ot 10 avgue or debate, but 1o tell hina how painful & had been
4o find +hoce Px*urd 3

But [ logt Wy nevve.

When the dancing gravted, | Finally let mysel€ velay. We weve amon
the fivst on Hae floov, kv\ow'v\a hat at leact no one in my family
would ever question ouv vight 1o be together:

/ / | ]\My shrmpless bra wag head ing
south, but | felt like wmy lady and | could swivg whole night away.
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