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The Award

God won an award—
A navy blue ribbon—
for being awesome

God took his ribbon home,

Hung it on the fridge,

And left it there two months.

He liked the way the letters sparkled

God lost his award

One day when he was reading
A book about dreams

He checked out from the library

The water boiling for the manicotti
Spilled over to the stove

So God marked his spot—

Dreams about spiders—

With his blue ribbon

God had laundry to do that day
so he asked his neighbor

to drop his dream

book in the return slot

on his way downtown.

His neighbor felt obligated,
since the dog had chewed

a hole in God’s tire swing,
and God watched the kids
last May

when the baby was jaundiced
in the natal unit

under a buzzing light.

45

)
University of lowa 3@;’&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review RINGRE ®

www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 45

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 38, No. 1 (Spring, 2008), pp. I-VI, 1-196
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. V-VI]
	Woman with a Yellow Scarf [pp. 1-2]
	My Search among the Birds [pp. 3-7]
	All My Roe [p. 8-8]
	Stairs [pp. 9-10]
	Alter Ego [pp. 11-12]
	The First Time I Met H [pp. 13-19]
	Very Decent of You [pp. 20-28]
	Pilgrim [pp. 29-30]
	The Golden Lesson [pp. 31-32]
	Dandelion [p. 33-33]
	Ivory Tower Boy [p. 34-34]
	Pearl [p. 35-35]
	Prayer for the Underground Supplicant [p. 36-36]
	Five Villanelles [pp. 37-41]
	Selections from the Daily Palette
	[Introduction] [p. 42-42]
	Distance Learning Circuit Rider [pp. 43-44]
	The Award [p. 45-45]
	The Bedroom [pp. 46-47]
	Rain on a Dead Child [pp. 48-49]
	February 15th [p. 50-50]
	Paper Sky [p. 50-50]
	Harold Jackson Brings My Grandmother Daffodils [p. 51-51]
	Dry and Yellow [pp. 52-53]

	In the Poet's House [p. 54-54]
	Christos and the Tomato [pp. 55-56]
	Margin [p. 57-57]
	Lifeboat [p. 58-58]
	Dear City [pp. 59-60]
	Absence [p. 61-61]
	Relentless [p. 62-62]
	Eddie's Sin [p. 63-63]
	Byron in Baghdad [pp. 64-73]
	The Dark Art of Description [pp. 74-82]
	Time and Distance Overcome [pp. 83-89]
	A Feeling in Your Head [pp. 90-94]
	Riding the Cassville Ferry [pp. 95-101]
	The Literary Miracle [pp. 102-107]
	Inordinate Points [pp. 108-109]
	Elegy for the Builder's Wife [p. 110-110]
	Cantilevered Bedtime Story [p. 111-111]
	Prequel [p. 112-112]
	The Souls of Black Folk [p. 113-113]
	A Tear for Gauguin [p. 114-114]
	On the Water [p. 115-115]
	Finity [pp. 116-148]
	Prayers to Those Who Wait [pp. 149-164]
	I See Now Where Your Features Come From [p. 165-165]
	Indigo [p. 166-166]
	Elegy for a Hometown [pp. 167-168]
	Almost Impervious [p. 169-169]
	Camden Refractory [p. 170-170]
	Milton on the Plains: The Coal Furnace [p. 171-171]
	Burning [p. 172-172]
	Detroit, 1972 [p. 173-173]
	Review: Some Lovely Scrubbing [pp. 174-178]
	Review: Carolyne Wright as "Scholar Gipsy" [pp. 179-183]
	Review: Murder, My Sweet [pp. 184-187]
	Review: Light on the Body [pp. 188-191]
	Back Matter



