THE FIRST TIME I MET M.

was on Sunday, wavch 30, 2003

[by Wlaggie Weknigit |
Vdquit wy desk job, moved out of my
Smley , and wascpending a
wonth *\'Q\ldlv\ qnuw{ *‘\ACCOM“W.
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About six weeks befove wiy +vip, |'d
stavied dating afnendof a’ friend| |The u"%\% befove 1 left, ). cu, ed out
and was falling for hev fast. of theblue that we “cee othier 1" —
and thew sk promptly fell asleep.

Too $ast, the way you cam see
enly in vetrospect is not healthy
and definidely wok 1ove and pvoloably
ot even about WeEv, but about youv
oww |w5in5 +o be nuvhured.

Later, | would suspect she'd juct Weavd fromn her ex-gifviend,
e one who broke Wev Weart, 4hhe ome sue swove sie wWAS ovey —

but ot +he Fivme \ was pblivions {0 twe ved 'Fla_gs.
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My tip consisted of :

o

A one- way
£light 4o Avental cor
4o visi+ friends

-
......

® o

S.
=

Drir\?:n A feiend’s
tav A $ov Whov,
with various
stops dwg

Hoe way,

The whele thing lasted 28 days.
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In Cul ; VA, my friend S. coached we Mm'ﬁhf, armiving alone at a
on hew 1o ask to( what lwanted from| {wotelln the wmiddie of mwhere,
J.) who wae becoming increanngly aloef.| |1 (ooked up e see & v of geese
£lyin overhead, homknn’.

Soevehmow, Seei
their great white bellies, | felt cafe. NO“\inS would harm me that vdg

F

| Next, | retvaced the voute of a bi:ycle *hﬂ'p 1'd taxem ﬂnrcujk the Appa-
ladhians £ive yeavs eavlies. All +he people | visited asked f | wai waaves ed yer.

fwanted 4o felt Hhe whole fruth — Hhat
techmically, pesple like me can't get
warried, vod that i mattered anyway,
since | was dahing semeone who was
Wing away faster than | could say
“y’vlfﬂ'end'»bu& ingtead | sinaply sid vio,

trn Wouth of Wilcow, VA, \stayed with o
friend who buitde gwtare. | thongint of
). olgesive ly

Lcounted the days '+il 1'd
Sec Mev — 23, (€ | dvove fast,
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In Winchester, | saw my 3

)

veat-aunt and -uncle for the first $ime in 20y
I'd havdly known thewr before and was Suvprised to find how much | Liked Hhem.

JoAnw NEVER
REALLY LET 60 OF
ALL THE BAD THINGS
THAY HAPPENED

WHEN WE WERE

They told we lote of Fam'ly stories, beat me in a few

Scrabble games, and wade frech-fqueczed ovange juice every Worning.

| cried on the
wne with J.
Ph-?u wiost of
the dvive +o
Philadelphia . She
fert (1ke wed
éonc teo facs,

She Mad been +he one who'd askedme out first,
and nour firgk few weeks of dating, shed ewailed ov
called daily. Now | was usually Hae one ealling hew

Iraq stavied, | went 4o a peace wivrds (v Wan—
Nattan, aud even amidst hundveds # thowsands
& chvangers, | fclt A comforting sewmse of commechion,
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lcalled wy
friend $. From
Washwngion
Square Pack,
and J., who was
‘Wr-v&h“.’
th{ms in S's
Pasement,
answeved. wag
OVCVJ.\’M.




VWhun  picked u friends car in
Boston, d» was oW fuil o€ her shulE.

Senwewheve
outnde Butalo,
hewokels all sharted
fo lo ok ¥\ne Some.,

Then, dvivin
Ha Onie .P
\«:V-l ':‘Q: L et like
wag #n the edge of
avast frozen
wasteland.

| had 3000 wiles 40 go and & N.‘ﬁ
o & naked womran in wy back windo

| calied J From the voad somewhere between Grand Rapids and WMadison,
She didnd ast MrH'\in aovat Wiy past few days of dviving alene.

NN

[tm&d how badly | wanted her atention.

In Wigcongin, | had my qf"r‘tvtr&“mpf( of the ruiviej

f

‘ ] .il ‘
(A~ ‘""@%:z&_f,\" /'?\ § .ﬂl'g‘ ;.\: “
Then, Finall

| cvessed yLM‘mwﬂn b what was foon + become my vew home shate.

\/

£
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1'd never been +o the Midwesh, but | was The next day it wae 80 degrees
planwing o wove to lowa 1 four montig out. Theve weve wmallavd ducks
for gvad school [ cvossing the street downtowm.

THE PEOPLE OF
IOWA

WELCOME You

R was as if [

e universe was Win

M 1R, friends of some friends in Berkeley,
a howemade pizza ini the ovew when | avrived.

o trick wae ivio ﬁ\n{umus har
Movins frowm Berkeley 4o lowa
was & veacmable fuing o do.

\visited professors and wet
with students — evevyone was
inaredi bly wick. o1 Sunday
| went to a ?v‘uewladion
where a panel of students
read from theiv work.

0ne, armows 1n o' divorced™
lesbian family, read anessay
about dnvivig her daugler
back 4o the other mom's

house after a visit.

WHEN WE cross
THE RIVER, wg oo TOGETHER
WHAT | USED TO po As ®iD:
Puis ‘ux A 816 LuNgFuL OF o'ni
STATES AR, THEN BREATME (1
OuT N THE New STATE, MIXING

WHERE WE usEp 1o bg Wi

VMERE WE ARE NoOw, |,

Now, |ooking back, | dont vemembev wk’ | started uyin&: L/«

= because dhe woman veading, mcpiteof the failed velarionship,
had what | veally wanted, which was a kid?

wot just a kid but also a pariviev, a fawiily?

| $hivk both fk'msc were fvue for me at the riwe,

— |

> becanse dativg J. had ehvved up ™y \Msfve;msu\ desive to Mave
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VOy\ wmy last w\om'\v\b i lowa, | satr at WA+
R.s table and Hrough+ {ov e firsk fame
AL our MAvivie A baby duvimy gvad school.

i il
)
e 2R

The next dl\ﬁ/, d-r;v‘ndg Havougia
Lavami ¢, Wy om{n& Lthoughia
lod abeut WAaS hew Ch¢r\ﬁ¢~d.

N\

Wy journal: * WAaybr
' pet pregnant while Vs sHilt i sdool ...
| can do i¥,"even if ' alone. Lknow | can.®

What gay persen wouldnt ?

L felt very alone. My cell phone was out of range, and | was vacing home
to a lousy velationship.

Ut o huge blizzavd jusk past Salt Lake iy Haat |
slowed wie o 25WAPH. LF was mih\igﬁ,m Hae next s was BO wales off .

Afow wiles later, avedt shop appeared, and ! pulled over and dept in the car,

When | woke the next Worning in the Great Salt Laxe valley, thetun wag
shining and a blaviket of spavkling snow Coveved evevything (n sight,

lstavied on my way, o tiny speck
WA hugc smw((,ﬂPjt eagev to beLome whoety Vwas bound 40 become .

’
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