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Victoria 

Why didn't I dance on the Champs-Elys?es 
when the crowd cheered the end of the war? 

Why didn't I throw myself into the arms of the sailor 

who walked down the gangway with a duffel on his arm 

and ran toward me through the excited crowd 

as raging sounds of be-bop 
the Marseillaise and God Save the Queen 
blared from all the loudspeakers? 

Why didn't I break out a bottle of champagne 
next to the two of them still dressed in English uniforms 

not guessing one day I would stand at the end of their road? 

Why was I fated to be on the main street of Lublin 

watching regiments with red stars enter the city 

crying with joy I would no longer hear the hated Raus! and Halt! 

but torn by sadness this was the price for the lost dream 

of a hero's triumphant entry on a white horse 

for the return of those who twice cheated 

didn't want to come back 

So we entered?those who survived? 

the streets of Warsaw transformed into a desert 

and today years later find ourselves 

in the faded films of old newsreels 

hard to recognize 

54 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 54

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 38, No. 2 (Fall, 2008), pp. I-VI, 1-196
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. V-VI]
	Clothed, Female Figure [pp. 1-26]
	A Rather Late Letter from Wrocław [pp. 27-41]
	Birdtalk [p. 42-42]
	Yellowjackets [p. 43-43]
	Heckfire [pp. 44-45]
	The Sari Club [p. 46-46]
	Letter to Rilke [p. 47-47]
	April Poem [p. 48-48]
	This Dream the World Is Having about Itself... [pp. 49-50]
	Round: Before the Start of the Long War [pp. 51-52]
	Portfolio of International Writing
	[Introduction] [p. 53-53]
	Victoria [p. 54-54]
	Long Vigil [p. 55-55]
	Government Cows [pp. 56-59]
	At Fossil Gorge [p. 60-60]
	Sleeping the Sleep of the Dead [p. 61-61]
	Endgame [p. 62-62]
	Risotto alla Milanese [pp. 63-65]
	The Word for "Yeo" [p. 66-66]
	The Custom of Aerial Burial [p. 67-67]
	New Moon [p. 68-68]
	Renting a Room [p. 69-69]
	A Door Opens [p. 70-70]
	The Stockings I Removed [p. 71-71]
	Entangled [pp. 72-82]
	The Woman Who Collected Solved Crossword Puzzles [p. 83-83]
	Homer's Childhood Games [p. 84-84]
	True Illusion [p. 85-85]
	On the Mourning Customs of Elephants [p. 86-86]
	Jung's Nightmare of Watches [p. 87-87]
	From "On This Island" [pp. 88-91]
	Searching for Number 6452040 [pp. 92-95]
	There Will Still Be Spring [p. 96-96]
	[Untitled] [p. 97-97]

	Valentine [pp. 98-99]
	Valentine [pp. 100-101]
	Contemporary Meskwaki Social Dance Songs: The One I Live with; One at a Time; Micah's Rider Song; The Person Who Partakes of This Medicine [pp. 102-107]
	James Dickey at Florida [pp. 108-112]
	Here's Something You'd Better Know [pp. 113-114]
	Very Special Friend [pp. 115-121]
	How to Love a Woman with No Legs [pp. 122-130]
	To My Friends [pp. 131-132]
	Cubicles [p. 133-133]
	For My Father and His Mother [p. 134-134]
	Note from the Etruscans [p. 135-135]
	Note from an Ascendant Sect [p. 136-136]
	Occasional Poem [p. 137-137]
	The Flame [p. 138-138]
	Heroine Worship [p. 139-139]
	Yaddo: Assigned Their Room [p. 140-140]
	Anna [pp. 141-142]
	The Laureates [p. 143-143]
	A Good Pig [pp. 144-160]
	The Suddy Sow [pp. 161-173]
	Chicory [p. 174-174]
	Song of Ticks [p. 175-175]
	April, Paris [p. 176-176]
	The Way You Know [p. 177-177]
	Of Course It's Always the End of Time [pp. 178-179]
	The Annunciation [p. 180-180]
	Finishing Kick [p. 181-181]
	A Walk [pp. 182-183]
	Two Cheers for Creeley (And Hardy and Herrick): A Note on the New "Selected Poems" [pp. 184-191]
	Back Matter



