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Now were mnnins a wedding, which
only exacerbates the languagé problem.

&

We used 4o
be up in the
air obowt
Yhewhole
W\qrriage thing —
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for us.
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My family 1s riddled with divorces, H's with unhappy marriages—
wedowt exactly Wave a lot of imspiring wodels.

But recently we ottended the wealdim5 of pur (eshian friends Land L.

I+ was in Haeir back yard, on the bank of the lowa River.
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Eur\n the reception, we stood by the river and warveled a) a\\n;w\&
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So now were “engaged.”
C ' '
Of course, +his createseven wiore queshonsabout |anguase.

mareriage (mar' i) #. 18 The legal union of &
man and woman as husband and wife. b. A
common-law marriage. C. A union between two
persons heving the customary but usually not the
legal force of marriage’ 4 same S&x marriage. e A
wedding. 3. A close union: ‘the most successfil
marriage of beauty and blood in mainstream
comies” (Lloyd Rose). 4 Games The combination
of the king and queen of the same sut, a8 in
pinochle. [Middle English marriage, from Old
\c/f:ix‘aov;‘-}:& gg:‘ﬁ‘ ou ,.l French, from marzer, to marry. See MARRY.]

ional : - e e

)
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APPENDIX:
THE DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE
ACT (DPOMA)

In 14|, +hree gay couples who had been
denied warria g l?ceg;‘:.s e Stat
t.&f‘wm‘ hled Su arg a \l\dahon o€+he

a*e&xgsi ution. S ears |a+er the
Hawaii Supreme Court rulej in-their favor.

In response, +he federal Defense of N\amo\g Act wa
Wroduced i ssej(' bz Refre,seMwhve Pob Barr of
with

raia. H erwlae\mm5 W\a)onh&s in both the House
the eno\+e

O, September 2), 1996, after spending the first part
of +he year in an extramarital Sexual velationship, Bil)
Clinton Sigred Hhe Defense of Marriage Act into  law.

K1 effect, DoMA does +wo things:

Frs’r itallows states to refuse o re cognize Samwie-Ssex
wmrrn es er formed in other states.” (Currently,
MaSSa S awwl Ca\rfomnq—”o& [east for y\owa —}he

s’ra+es where marnaffa is gﬁ\eyl.
o+hers es osvnze Cer+am qmons or

Second it defines mamase, for +he purposes of {edem\ law asonly
fween a man and a-woman. &‘cwrse, {federal islation

isn't enough for Some people, who wan+a definihon :f’lmma\ﬁe
written ato our very nshitu

“w(ul\ text of DOMA is as follows:
H.R.3396

One Hundred Fourth Congress

of the United States of America
AT THE SECOND SESSION
Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, the
third day of January, one thousand nine hundred and ninety-six

An Act
To define and protect the institution of marriage.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of g{pwntatwes of the
United States 0/,'/ America in Congress assemb

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
This Act may be cited as the ‘Defense of Marriage Act'.
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SEC. 2. POWERS RESERVED TO THE STATES.
(a) IN GENERAL- Chapter 115 of title 28, United States
Code, is amended by adding after section 1738B the

following:
'‘Sec. 1738C. Certain acts, records, and proceedings and the

effect thereof
‘No State, territory, or possession of the United States, or

Indian tribe, shall be required to give effect to any public act,
record, or judicial proceeding of any other State, territory,
possession, or ftribe respecting a relationship between
persons of the same sex that is treated as a marriage under
the laws of such other State, territory, possession, or tribe,
or a right or claim arising from such relationship.”

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of sections at the
beginning of chapter 115 of title 28, United States Code, is

amended by mserting after the item relating to section

1738B the following new item'
*1738C. Certain acts, records, and proceedings and the effect

thereof.'.

SEC. 3. DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE.
(a) IN GENERAL- Chapter 1 of title 1, United States Code,
is amended by adding at the end the following!

'Sec. 7. Definition of 'marriage’ and 'spouse’
'In determining the meaning of any Act of Congress, or of

any ruling, regulation, or interpretation of the various
administrative bureaus and agencies of the United States,
the word ‘'marriage’ means only a legal union between one
man and one woman as husband and wife, and the word
'spouse’ refers only to a person of the opposite sex who is a

husband or a wife.".
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT- The table of sections at the

beginning of chapter 1 of title 1, United States Code, is
amended by inserting after the item relating to section 6 the

following new item:
“1. Definition of ‘marriage’ and 'spouse’.’,

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Vice President of the United States and

President of the Senate.

S
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