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Philip Levine

FATHER

The long lines of diesels
groan toward evening
carrying off the breath
of the living.

The face of your house
is black,

it is your face, black
and fire bombed

in the first street wars,
a black tooth planted in the earth
of Michigan

and bearing nothing,
and the earth is black
sick on used oils.

Did you look for me in that house
behind the sofa

where I had to be? _
in the basement where the shirts
yellowed on hangers?

in the bedroom

where a woman lay her face

on a locked chest?

I waited

at windows the rain streaked
and no one told me.

I found you later

face torn

from The History of Siege,

eyes turned to a public wall

and gone

before I turned back, mouth

in mine and gone.

I found you whole

toward the autumn of my 43rd year
in this chair beside
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a mason jar of dried zinnias
and I turned away.

I find you
in these tears, few,

useless and here at last.

Don’t come back.

92 Philip Levine



	Article Contents
	p. 21
	p. 22

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 4, No. 3 (Summer, 1973), pp. 1-126
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	Letter from Limbo [p. 4-4]
	Obituary [p. 5-5]
	A in Black [p. 6-6]
	Three Ways of Explaining It [p. 7-7]
	Someone Who Knows [p. 8-8]
	Anno Domini [pp. 9-11]
	Love [p. 12-12]
	Old Snapshot [pp. 13-14]
	The Abortion [p. 15-15]
	The Bird Burial and Athlete's Parade [p. 16-16]
	The All-Night News [p. 17-17]
	Names for the Dead [p. 18-18]
	Zaydee [pp. 19-20]
	Father [pp. 21-22]
	A Christmas Photograph: Christmas Dinner; The Photograph [pp. 23-24]
	Spring Cleaning [p. 25-25]
	My Father's House [pp. 26-27]
	For Marino Marini [p. 28-28]
	Thoughts at Turtle Lake [p. 28-28]
	The Pioneer [p. 29-29]

	Fiction
	Introductory Note on Samuel Beckett [p. 32-32]
	In the Train with Mr. Madden [pp. 33-35]
	An Expedition [pp. 36-41]
	Waging Love [pp. 42-54]
	Morning [pp. 55-65]
	The Costumes of Professor Mordecai [pp. 66-68]
	The Orient [pp. 69-81]

	Journalit
	Saying No: A Brief Compendium and Sometimes a Workbook with Blank Spaces [pp. 84-88]

	Criticism
	An Interview with Alan Dugan [pp. 90-97]
	In Memoriam. Unfinished. For Robert Barlow [p. 98-98]
	To a Class of Public School Children at a Public Library [p. 99-99]
	At Circe's Place [p. 99-99]
	The Construction of "The Golden Notebook" [pp. 100-113]
	"Poetry" and Philosophy [pp. 114-126]

	Back Matter



