
You leave. 

Designs of centuries 

close up 
behind you 
with the first wind. 

You will never know, 
or if you do 
it will be later, 
on the way home 

with the evening news 

rolled in your hand 

like a totem. 

RETURN TO ST. CROIX 

The customs officer 

studies my photograph, 

my signature. 
Am I the same 

person? 
He looks at my face 

and sees 

I have cried recently. 
There are scars. 

He asks, "Have you cried recently?* 
I stare at him 

through eyes which 

no longer bear 

resemblance to mine. 

And I show him my hands 
where nothing has been added 

and he folds my passport 
into my palm 
as if nothing has changed. 

7 Tom Meschery 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 7

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 4, No. 2 (Spring, 1973), pp. 1-128
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	I Only Have One Cavity [p. 4-4]
	San Francisco 1955 [p. 5-5]
	Desert News [pp. 6-7]
	Return to St. Croix [p. 7-7]
	Senegal 1965 [p. 8-8]
	Mole [p. 9-9]
	Poem [p. 10-10]
	Problem Solving [p. 11-11]
	Lame Angel [p. 12-12]
	The Descent of Angel [p. 13-13]
	Taking Stock [p. 14-14]
	Driving One Mile of the Distance from Iowa City to Chicago [p. 14-14]
	Spring Poem in 3 Parts before Spring [p. 15-15]
	First Pages [p. 16-16]
	Waking Early after Heavy Snow [p. 17-17]
	Winter Recess [p. 18-18]
	A Feast for Rats: Old Japanese Print [p. 19-19]
	Poem [p. 20-20]
	Listening to Music Alone [p. 21-21]
	Sitting with My Arms around My Knees [p. 21-21]
	Space [p. 22-22]
	A Child's Death [p. 23-23]
	Revolution [p. 23-23]
	Leaving Bhit Shah [p. 24-24]
	Aldo's Last Words [pp. 25-26]

	Fiction
	Molly and Tenbrooks [pp. 28-34]
	The Visitors [pp. 35-46]
	Up against the Wall [pp. 47-53]

	Criticism
	Meir Wieseltier: An Israeli Poet Reconstruction the Jewish Past [pp. 56-65]
	Poem A: Come See My Rebels [pp. 66-67]
	Poem B: Saul Is Crowned the Second Time [p. 68-68]
	Poem C [p. 69-69]
	Poem D [p. 70-70]
	Poem E [p. 70-70]
	Enzensberger's "Landessprache" and Its Translation [pp. 71-93]
	On the Road to "Ariel": The "Transitional" Poetry of Sylvia Plath [pp. 94-110]
	Fire and Light, Four Poets to the End and Beyond [pp. 111-126]

	Back Matter



