
Jack Hammer 

from And After Many A 

Summer Dies the Duck 

I have a friend who wrote a book. 

Yes. 

Writing is often self-destructive, 

especially if your stuff is filled 
with finely-wrought irony. 

They say that New Orleans has many 

balconies and gates 
of finely-wrought irony. 
That is not what I'm talking about, 

at all. 

I put two poems 

of equal length 
side by side 

and spent an hour 

trying to decide 

which was the better. 

Imagine the shame 

of having to choose 

this one. 

33 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 33

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 27, No. 1 (Spring, 1997), pp. 1-210
	Front Matter
	A Conversation with Terry Tempest Williams [pp. 1-23]
	To Be Taken [pp. 24-32]
	From "And after Many a Summer Dies the Duck" [p. 33-33]
	Self Storage [pp. 34-58]
	Good Lookin' Gal [pp. 59-73]
	The Passion of Lieut. Wm. Bligh [pp. 74-88]
	From "Memories of My Father Watching T.V.": Manic Maverick [pp. 89-112]
	Infrastructure [pp. 113-116]
	Midnight Mass [p. 117-117]
	11:03 [p. 118-118]
	11:39 [p. 118-118]
	The Gods at Three A.M. [p. 119-119]
	Remembering Shelley [pp. 120-125]
	The Bailiff of the Heavenly Court Brings Gerry to the Lord's Attention [pp. 126-127]
	In Life [pp. 128-129]
	Quatre Cents Coups [p. 129-129]
	Dawn [pp. 130-132]
	Elegy for Music [p. 132-132]
	The Nighthawk (Jefferson County Hospital) [pp. 133-136]
	Tooth [pp. 137-138]
	The Best You Can Do [pp. 139-155]
	Titanic [pp. 156-173]
	From "Across the Water" [pp. 174-175]
	So Now Tricolour Is Our Wrap and Russian Winter [p. 176-176]
	My Land [pp. 177-178]
	Sister Sister [p. 178-178]
	Essays at Anne Carson's "Glass, Irony and God" [pp. 179-182]
	Review: Five Short Reviews [pp. 183-188]
	Review: From This Place I Can Reach Up [pp. 189-192]
	Back Matter



