
Boyd White 

Lonesome Road Blues 

Used condoms, beer bottles, wire, broken glass, 
a girl's t-shirt torn and snagged in a tree. 

Deserted roads lure dead diversions: grass 

groping its way through the cracks, a dropped key 

coughed up from the damp mud of a dank ditch. 

See? Here, dried blood still paints a few fence posts, 
and beneath the rotted railroad bridge which 

shores up the darkness, a patrolman hopes 
the battered body floating in the mist 

isn't the Gann girl still missing for weeks. 

Her boyfriend ignores the pain in his wrists 

as handcuffed he stumbles down to the creek, 

his eyes fixed, the tune he hums low and sad, 

Going down the road feeling bad, bad, bad. 

Hellhound on My Trail 

Highway 61, Highway 49, 

torn matchbook covers, cold cigarette stubs, 

blood from his broken teeth leaking like wine, 

he checks his face in the mirror, he rubs 

his swollen jaw, a bad bruise blossoming 
his young cheek where his head slammed hard into 

the bathroom stall, the voice behind crowing, 
"Never paid for it, never will. Would you?" 

He gathers himself in his skinny arms, 

buries his face in the sink deep, fingers 
his pockets for spare change. He recalls barns, 

bridges, safe spots to sleep. What else lingers? 
Someone's breath. A faded name. Cold steel rail. 

Got to keep movin', blues falling like hail. 

50 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 50

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 27, No. 2 (Summer - Fall, 1997), pp. 1-206
	Front Matter
	A ___ with Anne Carson [pp. 1-22]
	Chaldaic Oracles 1 [pp. 23-24]
	Elegies for Little Beings [pp. 25-30]
	From "Crabcakes" [pp. 31-42]
	Open Letter to the Secretary of the Swedish Academy [pp. 43-45]
	Betsy Breaks Up [p. 46-46]
	Self-Portrait in the Oval Office [pp. 47-48]
	Epithalamion for Sarah and Tony [pp. 48-49]
	Lonesome Road Blues [p. 50-50]
	Hellhound on My Trail [p. 50-50]
	Counting [pp. 51-53]
	From "Poems to Seize Sound" [pp. 54-59]
	Wormwood [pp. 60-69]
	Skipping [p. 70-70]
	A History of the Imagination [pp. 71-75]
	Four Poets from the World [pp. 76-81]
	[Dogs' Breath Steams, Cold Air Catches in Your Throat] [p. 82-82]
	Solstice [pp. 82-83]
	[Devoted Walls Stood There] [p. 83-83]
	Autumn Apocalypse [p. 83-83]
	Losing Death [p. 84-84]
	Arrow [p. 84-84]
	Ecoutez [p. 85-85]
	Sand Sphinx [p. 85-85]
	Pause [p. 86-86]
	Peripheral Vision [p. 86-86]
	Tabula Rasa [p. 87-87]
	Enchanted Country [p. 87-87]
	Under the Cupola of Snow [p. 88-88]
	Atlantis [p. 88-88]
	Crystallography [pp. 89-90]
	Dialogue in a Cellar [pp. 90-91]
	Two Thousand Years [pp. 91-92]
	Civitas Lunae [pp. 92-95]
	Godspeed [p. 96-96]
	Treasure Map with No Spot Marked "X" [pp. 97-98]
	Helical Histories [pp. 98-99]
	Palace [p. 100-100]
	A Poem for Grandmother [pp. 101-102]
	Group Portrait [pp. 102-104]
	Mother Goddess [pp. 104-105]
	The Last Annal of Alamgir [pp. 105-110]
	Donkey Blues [p. 111-111]
	Titi Bum Boat [p. 112-112]
	Casanova [pp. 112-113]
	Titi Bum Boat Is a Towel [p. 113-113]
	Freetown from New Englandville [p. 114-114]
	Sugar Daddy Dance [pp. 114-116]
	Complex (Street Talk Recorded) [p. 117-117]
	Gambe River Gal (For All Black Sisters) [p. 118-118]
	A Tink Say San Do Dem [pp. 118-119]
	Bo by Bus [pp. 119-120]
	En You Ge De Voice [pp. 120-121]
	Glossary [p. 122-122]
	Kingdoms: Kingdom I; Kingdom II; Kingdom III; Kingdom IV [pp. 123-127]
	Ecclesiastes [pp. 128-132]
	From "The Book of Revelations and Epistles" [p. 133-133]
	The Book They Held Together [p. 134-134]
	The Competition [p. 135-135]
	Dick and Eddie: A Narralogue [pp. 136-148]
	Grandma's Garden Seeds [pp. 149-153]
	Elegiac Variations [pp. 154-157]
	Angels of Fire [pp. 158-160]
	The Binding of Isaac [pp. 160-161]
	Like Water [pp. 161-163]
	One Petition Lofted into the Ginkgos [pp. 164-165]
	Test Day [p. 166-166]
	The Barrette [p. 167-167]
	The Scarf [p. 167-167]
	No Other World than This [p. 168-168]
	Bleecker Street [p. 169-169]
	A Love Poem for Alyce Husar [pp. 170-171]
	Dog, Fish, Shoes (Or Beans) [pp. 172-173]
	The Number of Utterly Alien Civilizations in "Star Trek" and "Star Wars" [pp. 173-174]
	Long Distance [pp. 175-189]
	Review: Ron Padgett's "New and Selected Poems" [pp. 190-196]
	Review: On Paul Zimmer [pp. 197-199]
	Back Matter



