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Suez War
Alexandria, 1956

The sirens were wailing,

someone was shouting in the street,
and my father

was putting out the lights.

From a window, I watched straggler cars
heading home, their headlamps
painted blue and night becoming darker.

Everywhere, shades were drawn,
shutters closed and latched.

In the cold basement we sat
under blankets below the steel bracings
my father had welded for shelter.

Soon there was the sound of artillery
far away, maybe in Aboukir,

maybe shells aimed toward the canal
where already ships had been sunk.

“Hush, now,” my mother whispered
cradling me in her arms,

the commotion of her heart

against my ear, and the radio’s static
sounding like sharp bursts

of gunfire in the desert.
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I imagined the apartment house shaking.
I imagined something like a large bird
curving perfectly toward our roof

and everyone suddenly taking flight.

“Hush, now,” my mother said

in the flickering candle light, the shadows
moving like dark wings along the wall
and the sound of guns in the distance
thundered in my blood

as my mother held me tight

as if I could disappear

like water through the fingers

or the flimsiest cloth,

or like a hand in the night
slipping away from another hand.

129



	Article Contents
	p. 128
	p. 129

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 35, No. 3 (Winter, 2005/2006), pp. i-vi, 1-186
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [pp. v-vi]
	Floodland: Lorine Niedecker, 1903-1970 [pp. 2-5]
	Puck [p. 6-6]
	The Driest Season [pp. 7-13]
	Individualized Altimetry of Stripes: In Memory of My Father, C. Clark McLeod, 1938-2005 [pp. 14-24]
	Parable [pp. 25-34]
	Massacre en Corée [pp. 35-36]
	Hillbillions [p. 37-37]
	Dinette [p. 38-38]
	Winterreise [p. 39-39]
	Homecoming [pp. 40-41]
	Lermontov's Room: Moscow, 1995 [p. 42-42]
	Peredelkino [p. 43-43]
	Bomber's Moon [p. 44-44]
	Perfect Motels [pp. 45-46]
	Currants, Currents, Undercurrents [pp. 47-48]
	The Everywhere [p. 49-49]
	Argument [pp. 50-51]
	Heaven [p. 52-52]
	Ode to Stegosaurus [p. 53-53]
	In Palermo: Laundry; Hats; Station [p. 54-54]
	The Transmutation of Objects When Terminally Ill [p. 55-55]
	Cold Fish, or on My Inability to Love [p. 56-56]
	At the Holiday Crafts Fair [pp. 57-58]
	Gin [pp. 59-60]
	The Weight of Blood [pp. 61-62]
	The Smallest Woman in the World [pp. 63-67]
	The Interior [pp. 68-80]
	Singing in the Ear Canal [pp. 81-92]
	Algren Meets Donoso [p. 93-93]
	The Last Buffalo Roaming Iowa City [pp. 94-95]
	Playing Twenty-One with Mark Strand [pp. 96-98]
	Freak! [p. 99-99]
	Pastoral [pp. 100-101]
	Mollusk & Evening [pp. 102-103]
	Reliquary [p. 104-104]
	In the Borough of Queens [pp. 105-106]
	Moonface and Charlie [pp. 107-116]
	Lie Still Lady Moth in Our Wedlock Bed [pp. 117-118]
	A Servant. A Hanging. A Paper House [p. 119-119]
	Two Sojourns in the MRI Machine [p. 120-120]
	Nests, Nearing Key Largo [p. 121-121]
	Stage Mother [p. 122-122]
	Shoal [p. 123-123]
	Mathematician Watching the Moths at an All-Night Gas Station [p. 124-124]
	Empty Similes [p. 125-125]
	In the New Church [pp. 126-127]
	Suez War: Alexandria, 1956 [pp. 128-129]
	Christmas Eve [pp. 130-136]
	There Is a White Man in My Soup [p. 137-137]
	Love Sonnets: Taking the First Two Lines of Zora Cross's "Love Sonnets" and... [pp. 138-147]
	Cold-Fire [pp. 148-164]
	Magritte in New York [pp. 165-166]
	Anabasis [p. 167-167]
	Odd and Full of Love: Northampton County Asylum, 1863 [p. 168-168]
	On the Thing [pp. 169-170]
	Ampersand [pp. 171-176]
	Back Matter



