
Ricardo Pau-Llosa 

After Robert Doisneau's Photograph, 
"Picasso and Fran?oise Gilot" 

Already she is turning 
into his beast, 

her hero. Metronomes 

wreck the world, 

dry-dock sense, 

blur grain, shade, the minute 

bells of weight balancing 
in air's trough. 

Note how he holds his head 

up with his right hand, 
doric arm grounded in the black knee. 

How he scores 

his stilled dance 

at the edge of the bed. 

Three renditions of her, 

Uke a wardrobe of halos 

or explanations, are pinned 
to the wall above him. 

The black on white stripes 
of his sweater defy 
the painted Unes 

which curve her amphoric 
face into a Ut body. 

He sits in defiance 

of the New World eagles 

marching on the blanket. 

She is of him and hopes 
to be of herself, too. 

But such is failure? 

always the crash 

of some hope that wasn't 

provided for nobly. 
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Check the books on this one. 

Young girl melts 

before the idol of weather. 

Can you blame him? 

Can you honestly say, 

This minotaur and that meticulously 
frail creature?it had to be? 

Is there not also a lust 

to surrender? We have 

the paintings and the Uberation 

of the woman to console us. 

Where there is appetite, 
there also will legends gather. 

54 


	Article Contents
	p. 53
	p. 54

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Spring - Summer, 2000), pp. 1-188
	Front Matter
	You. An Introduction to Paul Celan [pp. 1-18]
	Beckett's Government Surplus [pp. 19-20]
	James Joyce Irish Pub [p. 21-21]
	Lustrum [pp. 22-23]
	Roman Glass [pp. 24-25]
	For the Falconer [pp. 26-28]
	Solace Come down Sweetly Please [p. 29-29]
	John's Gift to Me [p. 30-30]
	Stolen [p. 31-31]
	I Am a Doctor [p. 32-32]
	California [pp. 33-38]
	The Beach Peddler [pp. 39-50]
	Green Squall [p. 51-51]
	The End of the Happy Hours [p. 52-52]
	After Robert Doisneau's Photograph, "Picasso and Francoise Gilot" [pp. 53-54]
	Nocturne [p. 55-55]
	Meeting the Graiae [pp. 56-57]
	Isaac and Mae [pp. 58-61]
	The President [pp. 62-69]
	Between Waking and Sleeping [pp. 70-76]
	Portfolio [pp. 77-84]
	Cold Blue [pp. 85-86]
	UFIs [pp. 87-88]
	13 [p. 89-89]
	Almost a Girl [p. 90-90]
	Contemplating Teresa of Avila [pp. 91-93]
	Red [pp. 94-95]
	Of Mice and Other Complaints [pp. 96-112]
	Voodoo Economics: Soul Work in the Age of Reagan [pp. 113-136]
	The Tabloids Smoking [pp. 137-138]
	The Half-Dream of the Dolphin [p. 139-139]
	The Torn-up Road [pp. 140-142]
	I Had a Dream about You [pp. 143-147]
	Little Beast [p. 148-148]
	48 Springfields [pp. 149-166]
	Orthoparadoxy: The Temptation (From the Modern Testament) [pp. 167-170]
	Review: Poirier's Latest Push [pp. 171-177]
	Review: A Larger Activity Shrouds It [pp. 178-181]
	From a Notebook [pp. 182-186]
	Back Matter



