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Contemplating Teresa of Avila 

one 

learning agape 

you wonder 

will the change 
be worth it 

your feet tap 

against the edges 
of shadow? 

you are deciding 
& the deciding 
bruises 

comfort has been 

such a comfort 

that you resist 

its loss 

two 

you analyze 
whatever happens 
its effect 

on what's 

inside: is 

there any God 

any spirit: 
does the flutter 

mean something 

three 

is it proof you're 

looking for: an 

exhalation of sound 

your soul, the permeable 
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formless stuff 

you know 

but can't evidence 

four 

you shear your hair 

that old gesture 
of grief & reverence 

thinking your naked skuU 

must please God 

but unsure why 

five 
and you think too 

about the saint 

who is somehow 

past the human 

you wonder like teresa 

what to do with that 

perfection?her 

bony, metaphorical 
hands passing 

through you to pluck 
out doubt 

in a dream 

without comment 

trembUng, skinless: 

each object inside you 

unsealed 

until you receive 

an image of yourself 

flawed, malformed 

but accurate 
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six 

the whole project 
scares you, the whole 

idea of intimacy 
with anyone 

let alone a saint 

let alone someone 

who has pushed 

past her own 

moral inertia 

let alone yourself 

your shadow 

glorified, singular 
isn't finished 

seven 

damage 
the "without" 

that gives you 

your edges, your 

share of the cost 

shadow meekly attached 

but there?yes 
a saint is someone 

who has pushed past 
her own stasis 

& won a foothold: 

there is a love 

different from yours 

with hands 

head & feet 

it doesn't need 

to be seen: rooted 

fluttering, proofless 

moving out 

into the world 

with whatever it has 

93 


	Article Contents
	p. 91
	p. 92
	p. 93

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 30, No. 1 (Spring - Summer, 2000), pp. 1-188
	Front Matter
	You. An Introduction to Paul Celan [pp. 1-18]
	Beckett's Government Surplus [pp. 19-20]
	James Joyce Irish Pub [p. 21-21]
	Lustrum [pp. 22-23]
	Roman Glass [pp. 24-25]
	For the Falconer [pp. 26-28]
	Solace Come down Sweetly Please [p. 29-29]
	John's Gift to Me [p. 30-30]
	Stolen [p. 31-31]
	I Am a Doctor [p. 32-32]
	California [pp. 33-38]
	The Beach Peddler [pp. 39-50]
	Green Squall [p. 51-51]
	The End of the Happy Hours [p. 52-52]
	After Robert Doisneau's Photograph, "Picasso and Francoise Gilot" [pp. 53-54]
	Nocturne [p. 55-55]
	Meeting the Graiae [pp. 56-57]
	Isaac and Mae [pp. 58-61]
	The President [pp. 62-69]
	Between Waking and Sleeping [pp. 70-76]
	Portfolio [pp. 77-84]
	Cold Blue [pp. 85-86]
	UFIs [pp. 87-88]
	13 [p. 89-89]
	Almost a Girl [p. 90-90]
	Contemplating Teresa of Avila [pp. 91-93]
	Red [pp. 94-95]
	Of Mice and Other Complaints [pp. 96-112]
	Voodoo Economics: Soul Work in the Age of Reagan [pp. 113-136]
	The Tabloids Smoking [pp. 137-138]
	The Half-Dream of the Dolphin [p. 139-139]
	The Torn-up Road [pp. 140-142]
	I Had a Dream about You [pp. 143-147]
	Little Beast [p. 148-148]
	48 Springfields [pp. 149-166]
	Orthoparadoxy: The Temptation (From the Modern Testament) [pp. 167-170]
	Review: Poirier's Latest Push [pp. 171-177]
	Review: A Larger Activity Shrouds It [pp. 178-181]
	From a Notebook [pp. 182-186]
	Back Matter



