
I Am A LEAF (though I do in retrospect regret 

none of us knew better than Boone's Farm) 

Well, the trees are shimmering here in New York? 

all leaves, electric, figuring out their soughing 

by forgetting so much snowing? 

many states later but always July: 

good horrible God and Mississippi, I praise you 

for a bird sits its nest in a dense green tree 

how I sat front seats in dense green heat, 

the vines and pines and county creeks 

woven around whatever boy and car and red dirt road 

and my tight cut-off blue jeans; 

for the one with the green Gran Torino who wouldn't 

break open the egg, so Ucked all its shell 

and the red Chevy Johnny 
and the yeUow C?maro Johnny 
and the David with the Willys 
and the Z-car David later 

and the earUest Keith with the drive-in pick-up 
and the Keith who gave me my heart in some smoke 

and the nameless trailer interludes 

nesting in the longing of the metal egg; 

for how good it was to be so felt 

I deem a semi-redneck girl does weU 

to ride a boy toward beer, bad wine, a joint, some pills: 

knowing the edges electric and knowing 
the feeUng of going while keeping still. 

99 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 99

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 30, No. 2 (Fall, 2000), pp. 1-182
	Front Matter
	Sounds of the Resurrected Dead Man's Footsteps #16: Oneself; One's Other Self [p. 1-1]
	Sounds of the Resurrected Dead Man's Footsteps #62: Model of Death with a Bow; Our Lives End up in Sawdust and Smoke, but Oh That First Kiss [p. 2-2]
	An Interview with Marvin Bell [pp. 3-22]
	Portrait of a Woman [p. 23-23]
	Psalm [p. 24-24]
	Any Case [p. 25-25]
	Parting with a View [pp. 26-27]
	The Woods and Wooing [p. 28-28]
	Ibadan's Sun [pp. 29-30]
	You Didn't Know [pp. 31-32]
	Memory [p. 33-33]
	Winter [p. 34-34]
	Mayo [p. 35-35]
	The Day of Thy Wrath [p. 36-36]
	The Legend of Jimmy Frye [pp. 37-86]
	More Hocketing [pp. 87-88]
	Toy Symphony [p. 89-89]
	Archaeology [p. 90-90]
	Icon [pp. 91-93]
	Sirens [p. 94-94]
	Stain [p. 95-95]
	Gwiajtska [p. 96-96]
	Amen (On Christmas Day): Prologue; The Play [p. 97-97]
	Bud Cabal I [p. 98-98]
	I Am a Leaf (Though I Do in Retrospect Regret None of Us Knew Better than Boone's Farm) [p. 99-99]
	A Solitary and Semi-Musical Confinement [p. 100-100]
	Text on the Weather [pp. 101-113]
	Book of Hours [p. 114-114]
	World in a Skirt [pp. 115-116]
	The Drowning [pp. 117-118]
	Orthoparadoxy, Continued [pp. 119-122]
	The after Life [pp. 123-131]
	Like Switching Seats on the Titanic [pp. 132-139]
	Michigan Girl [pp. 140-144]
	The Future [p. 145-145]
	Biography [p. 146-146]
	As It Were En Route to "Unknowable" [p. 147-147]
	A Woman Named Snow [p. 148-148]
	[Untitled] [p. 149-149]
	Readier [p. 150-150]
	Training for Poets [pp. 151-164]
	Review: On Joe Bolton [pp. 165-168]
	Review: Mighty Lines [pp. 169-175]
	Review: On "The Vintage Book of African American Poetry" [pp. 176-180]
	Back Matter



