His FINGER EATEN BY A PiG

A glance as damp as a rainstorm, tonight she’s sewing a tiny bible
into the seam of his pants. A river of leaves rolls down a canyon in the
thread.

But in the tunnel of his chest an ancient civilization fails again to
invent the next wheel of the heart. We’re forced to live cheaply, the
animals we are, muscled in love.

This weather finds the crack in everything, worries it, a kind of
praise or excavation, as if the darkness like a bird cocked its head at
the question, hopped once, into a hole in the earth, and disappeared.

You're a witness and the horrible ordeal is over again. Time for a
loan from the Ministry of Excessive Laughter, a moon worthy of greater
sorrow than mine. '

A hopeless case, she said, gathering hope.

173

T
University of lowa %J
éﬁ"ﬂ‘w’\

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The lowa Review NG

LS

®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 173

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 26, No. 3 (Fall, 1996), pp. 1-218
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	A Conversation about Kwame Anthony Appiah's "In My Father's House: Africa in the Philosophy of Culture" [pp. 1-26]
	On Criticism [pp. 27-30]
	Audenesque [pp. 31-33]
	The Thing about Channels [pp. 34-50]
	Welcome to the Ghetto, Black Spectacle from the Most Avant-Garde [pp. 51-61]
	Promises of Dill Seed [p. 62-62]
	Reply without Gazelles [pp. 63-64]
	Wild Onions [p. 65-65]
	Plymouth [p. 66-66]
	Good Things Come to Those Who Wait [pp. 67-68]
	Taxidermy [pp. 69-85]
	Hope, among Other Vices and Virtues: Charity: Envy: Lust: Wrath: Sloth: Justice: Prudence: Gluttony: Temperance: Pride: Faith: Avarice: Fortitude: Hope [pp. 86-92]
	Sweeper Women [pp. 93-101]
	The Madonna of the Serpent [pp. 102-103]
	Persephone Sets the Record Straight [pp. 104-105]
	In the Garden of Banana and Cocoanut Trees [pp. 105-106]
	Apple [p. 106-106]
	No Whip, No Velvet [pp. 107-108]
	Mother [p. 109-109]
	1963 [p. 110-110]
	The Virgin Jocasta [pp. 111-112]
	Amos Needs Turning [pp. 112-113]
	The Cabalist [p. 113-113]
	The Heart of Power [pp. 114-125]
	Ghost Story [p. 126-126]
	Blue Books [pp. 127-134]
	Yiddish Pantoum [p. 135-135]
	Disappearance: A Backwards Waltz [p. 136-136]
	The Coroner's Reprieve [pp. 137-138]
	Over Coffee [pp. 139-140]
	Quesnay's Aspect [pp. 141-142]
	Readerly [pp. 143-144]
	What Price Electrolysis [pp. 145-156]
	Borges Travel [pp. 157-158]
	Verlaine Shoes [pp. 158-159]
	Rembrandt Toothpaste [pp. 160-161]
	Cervantes Institute [pp. 161-162]
	Monet Jewelry [pp. 163-165]
	And the Hippos Were Boiled in Their Tanks [pp. 166-167]
	Place Heaven's Compartment Material Here [p. 168-168]
	Place "Transition" Winter 1929 Here [p. 169-169]
	All Souls [p. 170-170]
	If I Met Philip Johnson [p. 171-171]
	Chilled [p. 172-172]
	His Finger Eaten by a Pig [p. 173-173]
	A Man Who Would Be Santa [pp. 174-178]
	Review: Ruth Stone's Intricate Simplicities [pp. 179-193]
	Review: In This Parched Land, Lunacy and Love: A Review of "Khamsin", by Moshe Dor [pp. 194-200]
	Review: On "Can You Hear, Bird", by John Ashbery [pp. 201-203]
	Review: On "My Vegetable Love", by Carl H. Klaus [pp. 204-206]
	Back Matter



