The Agreement - Jeffrey Greene

There’s an agreement among the trees.
All afternoon they stalked the grass.
Now, they’ve achieved the full darkness
of night and so retreat.

Children are unafraid.

All day the iris was explained pointlessly.
I must know everything.

Are the trees harmless?

Are the children sole possessors of glory
against them?

Are the knees of every American woman
dislocating with small cries?

If I knew like the bat,

turn left, turn left,

I'd stay clear of the trees.

All day it was explained

that over and over I chose to see

myself alone or the face of someone I love
like a kite as if sadness

were the end of sadness.

is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to ©

[
University of lowa @Jgﬁ

2
The lowa Review NIKORY
WWW.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 88

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 9, No. 3 (Summer, 1978), pp. 1-132
	Front Matter
	Nonfiction
	William Carlos Williams's "Rome": Introduction [pp. 1-11]
	Rome [pp. 12-65]
	De Improvisatione [pp. 66-78]

	Poetry
	Adah [pp. 79-80]
	American Triptych: 1. At the Store; 2. Down the Road; 3. Potluck at the Wilmot Flat Baptist Church [pp. 81-82]
	The Clowns [p. 83-83]
	Keeping a Roof over Your Head [p. 84-84]
	Lightbulb [p. 85-85]
	Romance [p. 86-86]
	Another Coil [p. 87-87]
	The Agreement [p. 88-88]
	Watch Hill [p. 89-89]
	Lullaby [p. 90-90]
	When I Get There [p. 91-91]
	Distance [p. 92-92]
	Matisse [p. 93-93]
	F— [pp. 94-95]
	The Four Ages [pp. 96-97]

	Fiction
	Madman Agonistes [pp. 98-107]
	Question [pp. 108-114]
	Whatever Happened to Dr. Malone? [pp. 115-130]

	Back Matter



