
La Vieja in the Sandia Mts. Nancy Roxbury Knutson 

after The Old Ones of New Mexico 

by Robert Coles 

They gave me a flag 
for one son. I gave it 

to the school. 

Another they brought home 

from a car crash. 

My husband wore his suit 

in the middle of the week. 

Three babies died tambi?n. 

I have two left. 

They bring me things. 
The oldest brought this clock; 
I get it out when he comes. 

The refrigerator they got me. 

I cried so hard they didn't 

take my old stove. 

My son says to call ourselves Chicanos, 
he says to get a 

phone. 
I tell him a phone is like the wind, 
a voice without a face. 

Recito el rosario. 

The mountains anchor me. 

The clouds rush by 
like the seasons, 

like my children. 

31 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 31

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 9, No. 4 (Fall, 1978), pp. 1-126
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Poetry
	The Rustle of Acacias [p. 1-1]
	Autumn in Norenskaya [pp. 2-3]

	Interviews
	Questions and Answers after Brodsky's Reading, 21 February 1978 [pp. 4-9]

	Essay
	Letter and Spirit [pp. 10-15]

	Fiction
	The Upper Floor [pp. 16-27]
	Important Things [p. 28-28]

	Poetry
	Song of the Wrong Response [p. 29-29]
	Fragments [p. 30-30]
	La Vieja in the Sandia Mts. [p. 31-31]
	Attics [p. 32-32]
	At the Home [p. 33-33]
	To Jeannie, on Losing the Farm: 1929 [pp. 34-35]
	Father [p. 36-36]
	Midlandfall [p. 37-37]
	The Neighbor Lady's Testimony [p. 38-38]
	Our Christmas Carol [p. 39-39]
	Kittitas Horses [pp. 40-41]
	Two Lines from Paul Celan [p. 42-42]

	Fiction
	Macklin's Epigraphic Loss [pp. 43-62]
	Irwin [pp. 63-66]
	Managua 4:30 P.M. [pp. 67-72]

	Poetry
	In Bosch's World [pp. 73-74]
	Homing [p. 75-75]
	A Fable [p. 76-76]
	The Heartache and Thousand Natural Shocks [p. 77-77]
	W. C. W.'s Moment of Suspense [p. 78-78]
	To the Girl I Loved [pp. 79-80]
	Walk with the River [p. 81-81]
	Propertius 3.21 [pp. 82-83]
	A Free Variation of Anna Akhmatova's "Lines" [p. 84-84]
	A Free Variation of Anna Akhmatova's "Bezhetsk" [p. 85-85]

	Fiction
	Selections from "Exploded Meditation" [pp. 86-88]
	The Executor [pp. 89-96]

	Interviews
	Edwin Thumboo Interviewed by Peter Nazareth [pp. 97-117]

	Loose Bottoms on Her Blouse: A Postscript [p. 118-118]
	Back Matter



