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Swift . Mary Swander

Now it is loose in the room, ashes falling

from its wings, falling from the ceiling,

the large black flakes, the large black

wings pressed against the cold window glass,
my grandmother waving a long yellow broom.

Now it comes down again and again,

moves inside the pipes of the house, flutters,
knocks, pounds, the water rising around it,
its head down, body bent down, mouth open,
now closed, trailing a long streamer of paper.

Now there are twenty, thirty piled by the chimney.
I lie down and they come out of my skin,

cover me completely. I pick them up and they
dissolve in my hands—feather and bone, a splinter,
one thin wafer the size of the moon filling the room.

Then they are gone. December, my grandmother

and I sit before the fire and drink tea.

She smoothes the napkin over her thigh,

rattles her saucer, brings the cup to her lips.

This is lovely, I say, lovely, a huge white bird in my arms.

)
University of lowa 3@;‘&;
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to o2z

The lowa Review NIKGIS ®
www.jstor.org




	Article Contents
	p. 82

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Spring, 1978), pp. 1-126
	Front Matter
	Essays in Autobiography
	Autobiography and the Making of America [pp. 1-19]
	From "Waltham to Auburndale" [pp. 20-32]
	Recovery [pp. 33-48]
	The Girl in the Striped Socks [pp. 49-53]
	High Mass [pp. 54-57]
	"Do Your Remember Laura?" or, the Limits of Autobiography [pp. 58-72]

	Poetry
	Baby Pictures of Famous Dictators [p. 73-73]
	The War against the Jews [p. 74-74]
	Eagle Squadron [p. 75-75]
	Under the Scrub Oak, a Red Shoe [pp. 76-77]
	Whole and without Blessing [p. 78-78]
	Imaginary Ancestors: The Woman with Fabled Hair [p. 79-79]
	Letter to Shakespeare [p. 80-80]
	What to Say [p. 81-81]
	Swift [p. 82-82]
	Riddles and Lies [pp. 83-84]
	Directions for the Day [pp. 85-86]
	Ashes [p. 87-87]
	Let Me Be [pp. 88-90]

	Fiction
	Home [pp. 91-102]

	Poetry
	Inertia [p. 103-103]
	Fever [p. 103-103]
	Afternoon [p. 104-104]
	Evening Profile [p. 104-104]
	With Music [p. 105-105]
	Desk Calendar [p. 105-105]

	Fiction
	Vines [pp. 106-107]
	Columbus Day [pp. 108-109]
	Lil Doesn't Ask a Question [pp. 110-111]
	Eyes, Ears, Noses [pp. 112-113]
	Nightblindness [pp. 114-122]

	Postscript [p. 123-123]
	Back Matter



