
Riddles and Lies Christine Zawadiwsky 

Death is asleep. 
And in my dream 

the earthworm with five hearts 

is the hero, 
not the moth 

who's swallowed up by a flame 
or the man who's rusty 

in the particulars of love, 
or you who make me laugh 

with jokes and kisses 

and come and go 
and go and come again. 

Death is asleep. 

Though we're buried in the snow 

there's still fire and a baby, 
a baby on which there crawls 
a 

caterpiUar, 
a baby that I've held 

in my bed and in my body. 
Death is asleep. 
Feed me salt so I won't die. 

Feed me riddles and Ues 

tiU a halo shines 

bright and still 

aU around my body. 
Feed me the story 
about women who scream at men, 

and I'll feed you the story 
about women who are 

whispering, 

whispering about men 

and screaming at babies, 

shivering and sweltering 
in the sun and the snow. 

Make me laugh 
about the baby who swallowed 
a butterfly, 
about the mother who told 
a tremendous he 

and was never heard from again, 
who was sent to Uve with the fear 
of never-ending emptiness. 
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Feed me with your words, 
feed me snow so 

I won't die. 

As long as my mind 

is still puzzUng and hungry. 
As long as I continue 
to kiss you good-bye. 

84 


	Article Contents
	p. 83
	p. 84

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Spring, 1978), pp. 1-126
	Front Matter
	Essays in Autobiography
	Autobiography and the Making of America [pp. 1-19]
	From "Waltham to Auburndale" [pp. 20-32]
	Recovery [pp. 33-48]
	The Girl in the Striped Socks [pp. 49-53]
	High Mass [pp. 54-57]
	"Do Your Remember Laura?" or, the Limits of Autobiography [pp. 58-72]

	Poetry
	Baby Pictures of Famous Dictators [p. 73-73]
	The War against the Jews [p. 74-74]
	Eagle Squadron [p. 75-75]
	Under the Scrub Oak, a Red Shoe [pp. 76-77]
	Whole and without Blessing [p. 78-78]
	Imaginary Ancestors: The Woman with Fabled Hair [p. 79-79]
	Letter to Shakespeare [p. 80-80]
	What to Say [p. 81-81]
	Swift [p. 82-82]
	Riddles and Lies [pp. 83-84]
	Directions for the Day [pp. 85-86]
	Ashes [p. 87-87]
	Let Me Be [pp. 88-90]

	Fiction
	Home [pp. 91-102]

	Poetry
	Inertia [p. 103-103]
	Fever [p. 103-103]
	Afternoon [p. 104-104]
	Evening Profile [p. 104-104]
	With Music [p. 105-105]
	Desk Calendar [p. 105-105]

	Fiction
	Vines [pp. 106-107]
	Columbus Day [pp. 108-109]
	Lil Doesn't Ask a Question [pp. 110-111]
	Eyes, Ears, Noses [pp. 112-113]
	Nightblindness [pp. 114-122]

	Postscript [p. 123-123]
	Back Matter



