
The War Against the Jews Gerald Stern 

Look how peaceful these wooden figures are going to their death. 

How happy they were to go instead of me. 

They love to march back and forth under the iron clock. 

One tips his hat endlessly to a mother and her three children. 

One dries his tears in front of the water fountain. 

They bump their heads as they bend down to drink. 

Over there a German soldier is blowing his whistle. 

He was carved while he still could remember his mother's garden. 
How glad he was to go to Poland. 

How young he felt in his first pair of boots. 

I would give anything to bring them back: 

to let them sit again on the poUshed benches; 
to let them see the great glass roof again; 
to rush through the noisy crowd screaming 

"Stop! It's a dream! It's a dream! 

Go back to your schuls. Go back to your mother's garden. 
Oh wooden figures, go back, go back." 

74 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 74

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 9, No. 2 (Spring, 1978), pp. 1-126
	Front Matter
	Essays in Autobiography
	Autobiography and the Making of America [pp. 1-19]
	From "Waltham to Auburndale" [pp. 20-32]
	Recovery [pp. 33-48]
	The Girl in the Striped Socks [pp. 49-53]
	High Mass [pp. 54-57]
	"Do Your Remember Laura?" or, the Limits of Autobiography [pp. 58-72]

	Poetry
	Baby Pictures of Famous Dictators [p. 73-73]
	The War against the Jews [p. 74-74]
	Eagle Squadron [p. 75-75]
	Under the Scrub Oak, a Red Shoe [pp. 76-77]
	Whole and without Blessing [p. 78-78]
	Imaginary Ancestors: The Woman with Fabled Hair [p. 79-79]
	Letter to Shakespeare [p. 80-80]
	What to Say [p. 81-81]
	Swift [p. 82-82]
	Riddles and Lies [pp. 83-84]
	Directions for the Day [pp. 85-86]
	Ashes [p. 87-87]
	Let Me Be [pp. 88-90]

	Fiction
	Home [pp. 91-102]

	Poetry
	Inertia [p. 103-103]
	Fever [p. 103-103]
	Afternoon [p. 104-104]
	Evening Profile [p. 104-104]
	With Music [p. 105-105]
	Desk Calendar [p. 105-105]

	Fiction
	Vines [pp. 106-107]
	Columbus Day [pp. 108-109]
	Lil Doesn't Ask a Question [pp. 110-111]
	Eyes, Ears, Noses [pp. 112-113]
	Nightblindness [pp. 114-122]

	Postscript [p. 123-123]
	Back Matter



