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Utopia Sketched 

The softball teams waved their counties' flags 
in the warmest of the several seasons. 

Patterns in the rainfall have so far confounded the almanacs. 

Mongolia-shaped. One day across east-west. 

But it is hard to make connections to the outlying settlements. 

In guiding orchid hunters up the gorge, 
our services are deemed necessary. 

The linguists prowl the mountains for lost dialects. 

A women's adage: 
As alarm clocks on nightstands, so a man in the fields. 

A variety of birds; or fish. 

Decorum demanded that pianists not play their own work. 

Liongo replied from across the fire, 
T have no need of faith, unless by this you mean 

that which makes the spear a kind of arm, 

its point willed here or there without deliberation.' 

Anu giggled. 

The passages from Provincius lie on the tips of schoolchildren's 

tongues 
of their own power. The teachers nevertheless make a to-do 

of their memorization. 

A few of the older have been abroad. 

The auditoriums hush as they convene in panels. 

A men's adage: 
Somewhere there is a woman who doesn't care about this. 

If birds, not on the migration routes. 

Visiting explorers bed down in the outbuildings. 
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Their novelties are fobbed off on the children. 

There exists a set of pronouns specifically for couples: 
"How are 

you-two?" 

"Fine?we-two finally got out to the islands this year." 

At the end of the dry season we turn out in miles-long crescents 

to set fire to the veldt. 

Polled in the street, they respond, 
'Mind the stool you're sitting on. 

All else is epiphenomena.' 

The masts of ships are last to vanish, 

which we believe we have interpreted correctly. 

The foundations at the site are almost clear. 

Implements like those employed in the east have surfaced. 

The steles dutifully recorded the river levels, 

except for lapses in the C and D dynasties. 

If fish, consider the cichlid, 
one species per cove. 

A children's song: 

'Rectangular hens lay spherical eggs. 
The faster you run, the longer your legs. 

Laugh from otter beats smile from fish. 

Think hard before making your second wish.' 

Rain pools in depressions worn in the steps of the capital. 

Conquerors from the northwest sowed features among us 

neither desirable nor un-: cleft chins, strange bowlines on the 

hawsers, 

double-entry bookkeeping. 

96 


	Article Contents
	p. 95
	p. 96

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 33, No. 3 (Winter, 2003/2004), pp. i-vi, 1-184
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [p. v-v]
	Country Girls [pp. 2-20]
	Albion Season [pp. 21-33]
	The Empty Notebook and Code Alert [p. 34-34]
	The Empty Notebook and Denial [p. 35-35]
	The Empty Notebook Interrogates Itself [p. 36-36]
	Child Learning to Write [p. 37-37]
	Journal [pp. 38-40]
	Spell of Motion [pp. 41-42]
	The Poem to Its Reader [pp. 43-44]
	Cut out the Mother [pp. 45-52]
	My Name Is [pp. 53-66]
	Jimmy's Pearl [pp. 67-84]
	Autopsy Report [pp. 85-91]
	My Husband Is a State Trooper [p. 92-92]
	My Husband Is a Dermatologist [p. 93-93]
	My Husband Was a Spokesman for the President [p. 94-94]
	Utopia Sketched [pp. 95-96]
	A Man Identifies a Body [pp. 97-103]
	The Cow [pp. 104-106]
	Experience as Visitation [p. 107-107]
	Lassitude and Independence [p. 108-108]
	Duh [pp. 109-110]
	Greed [pp. 111-112]
	My Mother Predicts Travel to Exotic Destinations [pp. 113-114]
	Beneath the Apple [pp. 115-116]
	The Expletion of Tan [pp. 117-119]
	Hell Is Other People [p. 120-120]
	Jitterbug [p. 121-121]
	Grass Widow [pp. 122-123]
	Dawn One [pp. 124-126]
	Welcome to the Twenty-First Century: An E-Mail Interview with Rachel Loden [pp. 127-135]
	A Quaker Meeting in Yorba Linda [pp. 136-137]
	A Redressed Poet That Seems Living, How to Make Him Sing [p. 138-138]
	Scissors, Paper, Sphinx [p. 139-139]
	Dear Possum [p. 140-140]
	Speed and Memory: An Interview with Jane Miller [pp. 141-151]
	From "A Palace of Pearls" [pp. 152-155]
	The Mermaid's Story [pp. 156-157]
	Moro or Congrí [pp. 158-159]
	Futurenaut Training Program 1966 [pp. 160-162]
	Stanza Running NASA's New Programmable Language Codes for Space Manipulation [p. 163-163]
	Mathilde, Waiting [pp. 164-165]
	The Gift [p. 166-166]
	Consider What Passes for Kindness These Days [p. 167-167]
	The [p. 168-168]
	Polka for the Recently Exhumed [pp. 169-171]
	Revolt among the Cabbage Heads [pp. 172-173]
	At the Salvation Army Store [pp. 174-175]
	Back Matter



