
BRUCE BEASLEY 

The Expletion of Tan 

Tan. Tan. Paul Broca hunted our speech 

down, in 1861, through its lack & toward 

its fissure in a man who, since age twenty, 
could say only tan, tan, tan-tan, tan & an 

obscenity Broca never reported. Tan. 

Expletive. Tan-tan. A man Leborgne 

called Tan aphasie in a French clinic 

& when he died Broca saved his brain 

in alcohol, & found tan tan expletive tan 

it shrunken in the left lobes, & lesioned 

from the Fissure of Sylvius to the Sulcus 

of Roland. In its third convolution, a serum 

filled egg-sized depression, neurosyphilitic 
locule. & around that fissure he found the brain's 

clusters of language & speech. 
Tan. Tan. Tan-Tan-Tan. Tan. 

& so Broca planted his name 

on that region of speech, on that 

brand of aphasia Broca's 

Region Broca's 
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Aphasia (The Expletive of Tan-Tan) 
Broca died of an aneuyrism in his brain ex 

pletive tan tan-tan tan & what 

did those fissures of Tan-Tan's 

locution hold what triple 

rhythms of tan what punc 

tations of pause between 

that one shrunk syllable's 

expletion of all other words 

"The meaningless syllable 

Tan" Medieval Latin tannum. 

Tannin. Tanbark. Shredded 

bark. Cortex: Latin for bark. 

Bark of the brain's half 

stripped tree. In the Macon 

Hospital, in the icu, 

I came from the Boy Scout 

jambouree to see 

my father, stroke-ridden, 

for the last time & hear 

his last words, not words 

but a gutteral 
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lung-deep when he heard 

me speak his name, a grunt 

that grew louder & more urgent 
till I fled that room? 

Now he calls me up, in sleep, 

sometimes, & the operator-static 

whistles J am required by federal law 

to inform you you are receiving 

a call from someone known 

to be deceased, & I hear 

that desperate-to-connect 
bark again, that 

gnarl of syllable 
peeled off 

its meaning & growing shriller 

(Tan Tan Tan Tan Tan) 

to carry off throat & glottis 
& tongue what the left brain's 

stripped bark knows, & doesn't 

know how to tell it knows 

?& I crush that phone in my hand. 

119 


	Article Contents
	p. 117
	p. 118
	p. 119

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 33, No. 3 (Winter, 2003/2004), pp. i-vi, 1-184
	Volume Information
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [p. v-v]
	Country Girls [pp. 2-20]
	Albion Season [pp. 21-33]
	The Empty Notebook and Code Alert [p. 34-34]
	The Empty Notebook and Denial [p. 35-35]
	The Empty Notebook Interrogates Itself [p. 36-36]
	Child Learning to Write [p. 37-37]
	Journal [pp. 38-40]
	Spell of Motion [pp. 41-42]
	The Poem to Its Reader [pp. 43-44]
	Cut out the Mother [pp. 45-52]
	My Name Is [pp. 53-66]
	Jimmy's Pearl [pp. 67-84]
	Autopsy Report [pp. 85-91]
	My Husband Is a State Trooper [p. 92-92]
	My Husband Is a Dermatologist [p. 93-93]
	My Husband Was a Spokesman for the President [p. 94-94]
	Utopia Sketched [pp. 95-96]
	A Man Identifies a Body [pp. 97-103]
	The Cow [pp. 104-106]
	Experience as Visitation [p. 107-107]
	Lassitude and Independence [p. 108-108]
	Duh [pp. 109-110]
	Greed [pp. 111-112]
	My Mother Predicts Travel to Exotic Destinations [pp. 113-114]
	Beneath the Apple [pp. 115-116]
	The Expletion of Tan [pp. 117-119]
	Hell Is Other People [p. 120-120]
	Jitterbug [p. 121-121]
	Grass Widow [pp. 122-123]
	Dawn One [pp. 124-126]
	Welcome to the Twenty-First Century: An E-Mail Interview with Rachel Loden [pp. 127-135]
	A Quaker Meeting in Yorba Linda [pp. 136-137]
	A Redressed Poet That Seems Living, How to Make Him Sing [p. 138-138]
	Scissors, Paper, Sphinx [p. 139-139]
	Dear Possum [p. 140-140]
	Speed and Memory: An Interview with Jane Miller [pp. 141-151]
	From "A Palace of Pearls" [pp. 152-155]
	The Mermaid's Story [pp. 156-157]
	Moro or Congrí [pp. 158-159]
	Futurenaut Training Program 1966 [pp. 160-162]
	Stanza Running NASA's New Programmable Language Codes for Space Manipulation [p. 163-163]
	Mathilde, Waiting [pp. 164-165]
	The Gift [p. 166-166]
	Consider What Passes for Kindness These Days [p. 167-167]
	The [p. 168-168]
	Polka for the Recently Exhumed [pp. 169-171]
	Revolt among the Cabbage Heads [pp. 172-173]
	At the Salvation Army Store [pp. 174-175]
	Back Matter



