
A Family History 

"You were the loveliest girl I ever knew. 
" 

In response to his letter, I wrote back in longhand 
on a yellow legal pad to tell him the loveliest girl he had ever known 

was killed on horseback during a training session last July. 
I had the inclination to write everything and so I started with the story 

of my mother's sister, age 8 in 1942, carried from the pasture to the house 

where she died 15 minutes later?a kick to the jaw, 

by which horse we never knew. 

Our grandfather sold them all. It is easy to blame a horse. 

They aren't creatures of deep feeling as those of us who love them will tell you. 
The spectacle of my own sister's death?a lightning bolt 

at the peak of one last jump, a fountain of dust shooting six feet 

into the air as she and the horse fell?was an act of completion, 
a vibrant indifference. She was, in an instant, transcendent and then abandoned. 

It is troubling to know the horse is now fed and cared for 

by a young woman, offering in hand, stopping on her way from work or school, 
who believes the animal shows signs of grieving. 

On the day our grandfather died, the horse he had purchased the spring before 

refused to let him ride. By afternoon he had fallen from the hay wagon, 
sudden and complete heart failure. Ahead of the rest of us, at dawn, 

his horse had accepted the departure. 

71 

University of Iowa
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Iowa Review
www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 71

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Iowa Review, Vol. 33, No. 1 (Spring, 2003), pp. i-vi, 1-180
	Front Matter
	Human Rights Index [p. v-v]
	At the Collision Between [pp. 1-11]
	Second Hand [pp. 12-20]
	The Thing to Watch out For [pp. 21-22]
	Red Hymnal [p. 23-23]
	Green Hymnal [p. 24-24]
	Cordial [p. 25-25]
	Dear Pastoral [p. 26-26]
	Dear Devotional [p. 27-27]
	The Bridge at Arta [p. 28-28]
	Storylines: Synchronicity [pp. 29-31]
	Harriet Beecher Stowe: Scribbler [p. 32-32]
	Self Portrait(s) [pp. 33-52]
	New Husband [pp. 53-66]
	Still Located at the Gingerbread House, 1981 [p. 67-67]
	Ending in the Definition of the Ancient Greek Word "Eion" [p. 68-68]
	The New Year of Yellow [p. 69-69]
	The Injury [p. 70-70]
	A Family History [p. 71-71]
	Song (Someday My Prince Will Come) [p. 72-72]
	The World of Noise [p. 73-73]
	Demons in Texas [p. 74-74]
	The Window Girls Move past Continually: Thoughts on Photography [pp. 75-88]
	Me Bastard, You Bastard: Multiculturalism at Home and Abroad [pp. 89-100]
	The Golem [p. 101-101]
	The Physiology of Joy [p. 102-102]
	Sotto Voce [pp. 103-104]
	As Well Him as Another [pp. 105-106]
	Charlie Brown in the Dead of Night [pp. 107-108]
	The Wounded Angel [pp. 109-121]
	Heroes of 1974 [pp. 122-137]
	The Lessing Table [p. 138-138]
	To the Reader [p. 139-139]
	What Was to Happen Already Occurred [p. 140-140]
	Sun Spots [p. 141-141]
	Cracked Leaf Ghazal [p. 142-142]
	We Might Change [p. 143-143]
	Orange Cat [pp. 144-145]
	Table and Chair [pp. 146-154]
	The Telephone Book [pp. 155-158]
	On Seamus Heaney's Hair [pp. 159-163]
	In Your Care [pp. 164-165]
	4 a.m. [p. 166-166]
	Map for Leaving [p. 167-167]
	Some Roads in Iowa [pp. 168-169]
	Wyoming [p. 170-170]
	Edge of the World [p. 171-171]
	Life Story [p. 172-172]
	Samson [p. 173-173]
	We Speak of You, Virginia Woolf [pp. 174-175]
	Back Matter



